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Readings: Isaiah 65: 17–25 
  I Corinthians 15: 19–26 
  Luke 24: 1–12 

“But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 
those who have died.”  

The gospel is : Christ is risen! 
The gospel begins with Jesus’ resurrection. It doesn’t begin with us or 
our experience. It doesn’t even begin with the community of the church 
that has existed over the centuries and carries on into the future as wit-
ness. The gospel is what gives meaning and purpose to each Christian’s 
faith and to each and every community that professes Christ crucified 
and risen. 

Back in the days of the prophets, this mysterious poet whose writings of 
his experience of God have become part of the book of Isaiah, saw with 
great clarity how God had acted in the return of the exiles in Babylon, 
and how God was setting about the work of creating the new heaven 
and the new earth. The imagery is powerful. In a city that has been par-
tially destroyed and pillaged and left to ruin there is the promise of new 
houses, of vineyards, of socially just relationships. 

The object of hope is no longer just a particular people or particular 
place. It is the remaking of the world that shall see the triumph of good 
over evil, and a vindication of the just. The hopes that reach out into the 
universe are also grounded in the here-and-nowness of life on this earth 
and one of the pictures used by the Jewish people to make it real was 
that of resurrection, of being raised to new life into the new heaven and 
the new earth; the resurrection of God’s people. 

It is this newness of life that Paul is so excited about. The resurrection 
has started in Jesus. The way he speaks about it is grounded in his own 
experience. Firstly he experienced the risen Jesus. Acts and his own 
writing use the words “I have seen the Lord!” Having had the experi-
ence he then spent time with the Damascus community learning how 
to understand the appearance and its meaning and from there went out 
into the Mediterranean world to take the gospel, the good news that 
Jesus is risen. 

He tells us of this using the language of vision and appearing. To say 
Paul just had a vision is to misunderstand the power of such experi-
ences. Nobody who has had a vision would ever say it was “only a vis-
ion.” Such experiences are life transforming because they reorient the 
person’s life to make the essence of the vision the centre of their reason 
for living, the focus of all their activity. Using vision talk also helps us 
know that we are not talking of the kind of photographable experience 
that our present day TV and film oriented people take for granted. 
Paul’s experience of the risen Christ carried the conviction that Jesus 
was real and could be known. 

In this chapter of the letter to the Corinthians Paul addresses the ques-
tion of the resurrection body. In a series of contrasts he writes about the 
differences between physical bodies and resurrected bodies, using the 
metaphor of the seed. The resurrected body is a spiritual body, not 
simply a physical body restored to life. Later in the chapter he says “the 
last Adam became a life-giving spirit.” This is the nature of the risen 
Christ. 

Resurrection is not about coming back to life in a form similar to one’s 
form to one’s physical form before death. For Paul we are able to parti-
cipate in the resurrection here and now, without physically dying which 
means that there is something else operating in his thinking. Otherwise 
we would belong to a faith that encouraged martyrdom at the earliest 
possible opportunity in order to gain the benefits of the resurrection, 
and that just isn’t what our faith is about. 



Resurrection carries with it the idea of vindication. All the scriptures, all 
the political thinking point to the fact that a crucified person is placed 
outside of God’s love and concern, and outside the concern of the 
community at large. Deuteronomy has it stated that “anyone hung on a 
tree is under God’s curse.” When the Romans crucified a person they 
kept watch also on those who came to mourn, because they were sus-
pect too. In that way the person’s life was treated with contempt. So the 
resurrection for Paul was the proof that God had vindicated Jesus’ life 
and ministry; it was confirmation that Jesus was Lord, not Caesar.; it 
was confirmation that God had said “No” to the authorities, religious 
and political, responsible for his death. Having made that affirmation 
however, Paul realises it calls for commitment, allegiance and loyalty. If 
Jesus is Lord then we should follow him and take up his approach to 
life. 

All this talk is placed firmly within the Jewish hope of a general resur-
rection. “If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been 
raised… For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 
It is the premise for Paul’s understanding of Jesus’ resurrection. The Jew-
ish hope is based not in terms of the end of the physical world, but 
about the end of this age – the end of this world of domination, in-
justice and violence, the world spoken of in Isaiah 65. The meaning of 
Jesus’ resurrection is rooted in this understanding about a transformed 
world. The hope was a a hope for what’s been called “God’s great 
cleanup of the world” and for Paul, Jesus’ resurrection is the sign that it 
is beginning. The great cleanup is underway and whoever seeks to fol-
low Jesus is called to participate in it. 

The men at the tomb point the women in the same direction. “Why do 
you look for the living among the dead?” The living are those imbued 
with the spirit of life. The start of the process of living the new life be-
gins at this point. That this is so is shown with the response of the dis-
ciples who refuse to believe, who have to go and check it out, who are 
still stuck in the ways of the old life. Luke then proceeds to relate stor-

ies which show how the community came to its new understanding of 
how the spirit of Jesus was with them as a present reality. 

For Paul, Christ crucified and risen had both personal and communal 
dimensions. In its personal aspect it is the path of transformation: we 
are transformed by dying and rising with Christ, by undergoing an in-
ternal death and receiving the Spirit into our lives. Resurrection then is 
primarily a matter of living in a wondrous creation undergoing trans-
formation now, of embracing God’s history of salvation for the whole 
world, of taking our place in a holy community that has formed around 
this commitment to the lifestyle of Jesus, a lifestyle that has been vin-
dicated by God. 

The witness of the church, the community of faith is that this happens, 
that we do not make it happen. The more we get involved in what God 
is doing, the less we find ourselves running things, the more we parti-
cipate in the way of Jesus, the more is done to us and the more is done 
through us. The more we practice resurrection the more we are on our 
own for we do it in companionship with those who have similarly dis-
covered the reality of the resurrection. Jesus resurrection provides the 
energy and conditions in which we walk before God. The resurrection 
of Jesus creates and makes available the reality that we can become new 
creatures in Christ through the power of the spirit. 

We gather each Sunday of the year to celebrate this transforming power 
at loose in the world as we seek to follow Jesus our crucified and risen 
Lord; as we try to be a community faithful to the Word of Life, as we 
commit ourselves to being disciples who name Christ as Lord and seek 
to participate in God’s cleanup of the world. 

Christ has risen! Christ has risen indeed. Alleluia!


