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“He came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near.” 

The world is in a bit of strife at the moment. Anger spills out from Greece as the realisation that they 
cannot simply do what they want as citizens of Europe dawns on them. There is the ongoing conflict in 
Syria and Iraq feeding into the surrounding regions. There is ongoing tension between the governments 
of Russia and the Ukraine over Crimea. The language coming out of the United States towards North 
Korea continues to threaten its attempts to continue dialogue. As we look around our country I am 
aware of battle lines being drawn up between unions and the government as the zero hours contracts 
legislation comes to parliament. And Labour has scratched the Auckland housing market itch with an 
analysis that has raised the hackles of NZ Chinese citizens and residents, and many others. 
For some that is no surprise. One of the strands that runs through our civilisation is an understanding 
that the way of the world is that of "polemos" - a Greek word from which we get the word polemical. 
War, hostility and disorder is the law of things. It is to this way of thinking that the letter to the Eph-
esians has been addressed. The world is seen as being split in two: heaven and earth, the spiritual and 
the material, good and bad, Jew and Gentile, male and female, and so on,and that these opposites are in 
continual tension and hostility. 
If that is the way of things, then how can humans escape from this state of affairs? There have been 
many answers to this problem. Some have suggested for example we should live solely for the material 
world and ignore the spiritual aspect. Others have looked to various ways of escaping from that which 
they see as sinful, inferior, unworthy. Some do it by ascetic practices, living austere and puritanical lives; 
others do it by the gaining of secret knowledge and arcane mysteries; yet others have a hero, or guru or 
some such figure that rescues people from the profane, or leads them into the light. 
All these were ideas current when Ephesians was being written and, I believe, can be found in many 
philosophies and teachings today. Think of the many different guru types that offer people a way out of 
their messes and problems. Perhaps like the disciples coming back to Jesus, who had discovered a deep 
spiritual longing for wholeness and healing among the people, we can see there is a similar thirst for 
meaning and purpose, for peace and friendship, for shalom, around us. 
It is into that sort of situation that the letter to the Ephesians is written, looking to offer a different per-
spective. For the writer, the division between God and the world is symbolised by the division between 
the Jews and the Gentiles. The key to that division is the law, the Torah. That was thought to give the 
Jews the inside running with God if you like. They, the children of Abraham, were God's chosen people, 
while the Gentiles were seen as, 'strangers to the covenants of promise', as having 'no hope' and being 
'without God'. 
The problem was that the Law showed that the Jews were also sinful, that they themselves could not 
fulfil the requirements of the Law and so were kept outside of the fullness of God's grace. The Jewish 
responses were those of the Pharisees who tried to be scrupulously upright and pious, or the Essenes 
who withdrew to be a holy community, pure and austere; or the Zealots who wanted to establish God's 
righteous community by force. 
What does this letter offer? “He has broken down the dividing wall of hostility, he has made us both 
one”. The dividing wall is referring to the symbol that the curtain in the Temple represents - separating 
Jew from Gentile. But the whole Temple is full of separatist symbols Jew from Gentile, men from wo-
men, priests from lay men, God from the priests. Wherever a person stands, there is a dividing wall 
which separates them from someone else and from God.  
In Christ, the writer claims, all this comes tumbling down. Through him we all have access to God in 
one Spirit. Rather than being 'rescued' from an impure, sinful state in order to enter a holy, pure realm, 
God has declared through Christ's cross that there is no division. Our salvation is the restoration of all 
things in Christ. The world above and the world below is made one in Christ. In Christ there is now a 
new humanity which lives in unity and peace with each other and with God. Christ came and preached 



peace. While his task was the bringing of reconciliation, the breaking down of the barriers, that task 
also meant that the proclamation of reconciliation is part of its essence. 
I could say, “Isn't that wonderful news” - perhaps I should. While we may see barriers between us, God 
doesn't. And! – the understanding that the basic nature of the world is war, hostility and disorder isn’t 
correct. God through Christ has ensured that peace, wholeness and reconciliation is at the very heart of 
creation. That's not to say any of it will be easy, because peace doesn't just happen. Like love, it has to be 
worked at. 
The church, then, is the first fruits of that divine action. None of us should be strangers or sojourners 
but all of us are fellow citizens of the household of God, built on the cornerstone of Christ and his 
cross. The cross reminds us that it is hard work. The risen Christ proclaims the new humanity that is 
possible for all. So we take up that peace making task, that reconciling role in our community, and with 
it the proclamation of peace. That is our task day by day. 
The disciples came back to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. Mark's story reminds 
us that once we go out we are not left alone. We have a teacher and guide, a mentor to return to, to be 
listened to by, to be nourished by, to be upheld and strengthened by him. For years now, people have 
been asking the question, “What Would Jesus Do?” Well, perhaps a better question is, “What Would 
Jesus Feel?”  The answer, today and every day, is: compassion. Deep, gut-felt and unconditional compas-
sion for the powerful and the powerless, the misguided and the misunderstood, the least and the lost, 
the nuisances and the nobodies. Compassion… for us.  
But what does he do? Jesus teaches us. He doesn’t want us to wander aimlessly, like sheep without a 
shepherd, so he instructs us in his will and his way. Now this is where some people balk, because they 
find that the teachings of Christ are not as easy to accept as his gift of compassion. After all, isn’t it Je-
sus who issues stern warnings against anger, adultery, lust, divorce and greed, and who commands us to 
love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us. What do all those things do but drive wedges 
between people, destroy relationships. Our faith does not allow us to live in a way that is self-centred 
and self-indulgent. Followers of Christ are commanded to care for the poor and vulnerable, and to act 
as good stewards of God’s creation. We are challenged to be peacemakers, and to respect the image of 
God in every person.  

Jesus heals us. He comes to us when we are broken in body, mind or spirit, and gently puts together our 
scattered shards. He heals the sick, comforts the grieving, and forgives those who are shattered by their 
sinfulness.  

Finally, the sum of this tells us that Jesus loves us. It’s not hard to admire and recognise the extraordin-
ary and above average, but the ordinary people are often overlooked, unappreciated and unrecognised 
— except in the eyes of Jesus. Jesus is forever looking for the overlooked and overworked. Looking for 
the disenfranchised, devastated, devalued and disturbed of this world. And when he sees them, as he 
saw the multitude in Galilee 2,000 years ago, he thinks to himself, “God! I love these people!”  

Here in our midst, God’s place, are no strangers, no one who is separated from God’s love. Here in this 
place, God’s place, Christ’s compassion, teaching and healing touch is about. Here in God’s place, God’s 
love spreads out so that this truly is a holy temple. Here we are made whole, and we the saints of Scots 
are the building blocks of that temple, that dwelling place, all joined together in Christ, no walls 
between us. Here, the peace of God is with us – for the world. 

Christ looks on the crowds with compassion and takes to them his message of God's action in the 
world and in their lives. So we also follow Jesus to where the crowds are in search of healing and 
wholeness, peace and reconciliation and there we pick up our ministry, refreshed and renewed in the 
power of the Spirit of God and in the name of Jesus the Christ. 

The Word of Jesus is among us   Hear that Word. Amen.


