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Readings:  Psalm 24 
  Ephesians 1: 3–14 

“God chose us to be his own people in union with Christ because of God’s own purpose.”  

Have you ever wanted a bird’s eye view of the Universe? Well, this passage is it from a Christian per-
spective. Not a view of how the world was put together, but rather an understanding of why it is all 
there. From that perspective a whole lot of other things flow. 

It talks about God’s plan in large brush strokes. All things in heaven and on earth will be unified in 
Christ. It is rather like one of those pictures made up of tiny pieces of mosaic, each with their own 
individual picture, where each of us has been chosen to be one of the pictures of the mosaic which 
makes up the whole thing. That’s rather awe inspiring in itself. What it might mean though is 
something else. 

Someone has described our present culture as having a moral gravity of zero. One of the basic skills 
astronauts must learn to master is how to function in an environment of zero gravity. The movies 
make great play of people spinning around and having fun in such conditions, but the absence of 
gravity makes a whole lot of normally simple tasks quite difficult, like getting toothpaste out, or us-
ing a ball point pen. Such a world is a place where you can’t take anything for granted. 

It seems as if that’s how we’re living today. More and more people are being forced to live in a zero  
morality. Family structures have broken down. Economic boundaries seem to expand unlimitlessly 
for the gold card holders while the poor of the community  are having to make do with less and 
less. The political landscape is no different. The more our leaders try to produce change, the more 
they seem to be powerless. Even on the world stage, where we watch places like the Horn of Africa 
and countries of Sudan, Somalia and South Sudan lurch along, or the Middle East with Syria, Iraq 
and the Islamic State fanatics, the simple truth has been that no one seems to have had the power to 
influence the processes that have been at work in those countries where those with military power 
have become usurpers of any sort of democratic process.  

In an environment of zero morality there is nothing to count on, nothing to hold on to, nothing to 
keep you from floating this way or that. We can see that from the way people lurch from fad to fad; 
in the way the ultra-right wing types espouse hate and violence as their right and goal; in the way 
young people, and older ones too have picked up on “unsafe” sex practices; in the way politicians 
tell the churches to stay out of politics and to dole out charity, while at the same time cutting wel-
fare budgets; in the way any sort of morality is ridiculed in the media while at the same time they 
are decrying the lack of standards; in the way New Zealand has the highest rate of youth suicide in 
the western world. Nothing from this sort of environment is able to hold a person back from the 
abyss of despair and hopelessness. 

So what are we to do? Can we simply sit on the sidelines bemoaning the fact that the moral gravity 
has disappeared, or watch silently while more and more of our brothers and sisters drift away into 
that nebulous vacuum of meaninglessness. Rather than whining about how awful things are, the 
church is called by God to jump into our culture and show the world that in Christ there is the 
groundedness and the gravity that souls require for life. 



Such a gravitational field is God-breathed, Christ-centred and Spirit driven. In it the human spirit 
can thrive and develop. It can provide an attractive force for others who are floating aimlessly in 
space. The physicists who explore the makeup of the universe know that as bodies come together, 
the gravitational field around them grows, that they provide an attractive force that draws more 
bodies towards them. What provides such a force in our life? 

The simple faith-filled understanding is that it is God’s grace that does this. Right from the very be-
ginning, God has planned this drawing together of all things. The writer of this passage has experi-
enced the tug of God’s grace in his own life and recognised that it has come unannounced, unwar-
ranted, and with it he has found a new surge of joy and thankfulness within himself. He has dis-
covered that he is living within God’s good pleasure. That is what opening oneself up to the gravity 
of God’s grace can do. 

The greatest lie created by those who are floating in the emptiness of zero morality is that they are 
free. That freedom is simply the ability to do what they want where and when they want. But free-
dom is not some sort of “if it feels good do it” pleasure principle. The whole thrust of understand-
ing in this passage here is that in God can be found real joy. Can the freedom to get drugged out of 
your mind produce joy? Does the freedom to never establish a committed, loving relationship bring 
joy? 

How is it then that people turn away from the church? One thing is the perception that we are 
sour-faced hypocrites, that we talk of love and practice exclusion, that we talk of grace but we make 
conditions in order for people to belong. Yet we know in our heart of hearts that when we live for 
God, our style isn’t cramped, but that instead we are given a share in the purpose of the universe. 
We understand that at the very heart of everything, God wove love into the very fabric of creation. 
We understand that creation is a universe and not a multiverse. In that God-given creation,  human 
living is designed to be fulfilled when we live out the experience of God’s good pleasure. The writer 
in I Timothy says “God… richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” 

The cosmos is not a black hole soaking everything up, nor is it an endless sea of blackness where 
human beings have been set morally adrift without a lifeline of guidance or hope. Instead of casting 
about wildly for some sort of anchor hold, or pretending that living in a moral free fall is the best 
we can do, we can reach out to the purpose that is gracefully offered to all people so “we might live 
for the praise of God’s glory.” God’s plan is that all humanity is under the pull of Christ’s love and 
grace. 

That is when we look at the example of Jesus himself who sought not to please himself but God 
who sent him. We are called to live a life that is pleasing to God, and in doing so can rest in the 
pleasures of grace. Think of a time when you worked and worked to make a special gift for your 
parent, or grandparent or friend. Can you remember such a time, or was it so far back that you 
have forgotten you once had this urge to do something loving and spontaneous in response to the 
love you had been given so freely? There are refrigerators and office desks all around the country 
littered with pictures and lop sided creations that bear tribute to the truly great pleasure loving ges-
tures bring. 

That is what God is calling us to do for the rest of humanity, to help draw them out of their free 
falling, so that they too can join in the joy of God’s good pleasure to live lives that have been made 
whole. As we have received, so we must pass on. The Spirit is the guarantee that we shall receive 
what God has promised. 
The Word of Christ is among us. Hear that Word.


