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“Don’t think you need a lot of extra equipment for this. You are the equipment. 

Have you ever had the thought that you are called to this, your church, that your leaders and the people 
of your church are empowered by God? It is not the kind of language we normally use around this 
place. From today’s gospel there seems to be more than just the relating of a story here. There is a clear 
sense of impulsion. The disciples are called and sent out. There is no discussion, just a set of instructions. 

We hear that the power of God at work in Jesus was not something the people of his hometown of 
Nazareth could wrap their minds around. Jesus had returned from a fairly successful tour in the area 
surrounding his hometown, and they had undoubtedly heard about the spectacular things he's been do-
ing. That sort of news travels fast. I wonder if word of healings, and demons driven out, and the life of a 
little girl restored, travelled better than the Word that Jesus preached. Of course, everyone wants to see 
miracles, but does everyone want to hear about the life-changing but perhaps unsettling good news that 
those miracles illustrate and announce? 

Jesus was as offended by the people's lack of faith, their closed minds and hearts, as they were offended 
by his teachings. While we can look back on their refusal to hear Jesus' message, or on the disciples' 
painfully slow progress toward understanding it, it might be more helpful to put ourselves in their place. 
What would we think about a neighbour whom we believed to be just an ordinary, hardworking man 
turning into a miraculous teacher and healer? Would that be something we could wrap our minds, and 
hearts, around? 

Who do we consider "worthy" of leading or teaching us? How do we even begin to look at one another 
with the eyes of God, to see in the most unexpected of people, those whom God has chosen to lead?  
Would we really open our hearts and minds to a hometown, home-grown boy, someone we've known 
all of his life? Could anyone of importance really come from here, from us? Nazareth has been de-
scribed as a backwater village where perhaps 120 to 150 people lived with many of them members of 
Jesus' extended birth family. In the face of this kind of rejection, is it any wonder that Jesus redefines 
family for his followers? Jesus has now been rejected not only by the high and mighty religious leaders 
but even by the humblest of his connections, the people who should have known him, and loved him, 
best. 

So the townsfolk of Nazareth fail to acknowledge or recognise God at work in a hometown boy, and 
recite his family history as proof that he is just one of them, and that his teaching is a sign of over-
reaching and perhaps even arrogance. "Familiarity breeds contempt," could easily be a title for this sec-
tion of Mark's Gospel. This crowd, rather than acclaiming Jesus as their spiritual leader, misses out on 
the amazing things God is doing in their midst and they barricade themselves from the fullness of 
blessings that God might have poured out in Nazareth. Jesus responds with an observation rooted in 
conventional wisdom, “A prophet has little honour in his hometown, among his relatives, on the streets 
he played in as a child.”  

Barbara Brown Taylor  talks about this as an “un-miracle story.” Unmiracles are where we can’t see God 
in action. That Jesus’ power was somehow limited by the people's unbelief might raise questions. Jesus 
was still Jesus, but he still had power to share with them, except he couldn't do anything with it because 
they would not let him. She compares it to the experience of trying to light a match to a pile of wet 
sticks: “It doesn’t matter how strong your flame is: what you need is something that will catch fire. So… 
Jesus held the match until it burned out in his hand, while his family and friends sat shaking their 
heads a safe distance away… Absolutely nothing caught fire in the synagogue that day… he left them to 



go shine his light somewhere else.” Perhaps there are times we are like the Nazareth crowd.  We too, are 
not comfortable with being challenged, especially by the unexpected, unlikely people sent by God to do 
just that. Yet by coming here week by week we somehow trust  that God is still speaking, that God is all 
around us, speaking to us through the most unlikely people. Sometimes a mysterious stranger, but more 
often, I suspect, it is people so familiar to us that we simply overlook them.  

But it is not just about you or me. It is a community calling too. The church won’t be heard if what we 
do as Christians doesn’t match what we say about our faith. The work of God, even through gifted and 
called leaders, happens best, it seems, when the people hear God speaking to them in their own place 
and time, in their own situation, and listen for where God is leading them and whom God is sending to 
lead them. There is an openness called for on our part to listen and accept God's gifts.  

The followers of Jesus didn’t go out by their own power or authority, but by the authority and power Je-
sus placed in them. They were not invited, they were commissioned. The authority was not theirs, nor 
was the message. They were sent in place of the other, Jesus, and through their obedience wonders were 
performed. They weren’t turned into wandering prophets or spiritual seekers. The disciples didn’t look or 
act like itinerant preachers. They were sent out to cast out demons and heal. Is the good news some-
thing you find and share and proclaim only in church, or do you take it on the road? Our call, as follow-
ers of Jesus, as those sent with the same power and authority is to do the same: to heal, to attack the 
demons that plague our society and the world that God loves, to share the good news. Like the dis-
ciples, we are sent into the world. 

So do you believe that you have everything that you will need along the way? Jesus knows that the jour-
ney and the work will be hard, yet he sends his agents out with very little besides the good news and 
each other, and a stick, perhaps for safety, perhaps for support. When we think of evangelism we often 
picture it as a ministry to bring people to church, but here it's an exercise of taking the good news out 
on the road, out in our lives, out into the world that hungers for it. If we focus too much of our time 
and energy and resources on the physical plant of our church, for example, then we might grow de-
pendent upon it, a material resource, a possession, in a sense, a security blanket, perhaps —it’s what we 
do when we feel insecure, depend on things instead of God. Our intentions are good, but do we depend 
on the medium more than the message, on the right equipment and the most beautiful sacred objects? 
Jesus knows this and understands that provisions for the journey can substitute for faith if we're not 
careful. In The Message, Eugene Peterson's marvellous translation of the Bible, he has Jesus put it this 
way: “Don't think you need a lot of extra equipment for this. You are the equipment.” 

We are called to bear witness in word and action. We are not called to make people believe and respond. 
That is the work of the Holy Spirit. As Jesus said in one of the parables we have already heard, we scat-
ter the seeds, and some of them grow. We don't know how they grow or why, and it's none of our busi-
ness. Mark has prepared us for the mystery of the response. The Spirit alone is the giver of life and the 
Spirit alone is responsible for whether the seeds grow or not. 
 
That can make us feel very insecure. At times we will plant and there will be no harvest and we tend to 
feel stupid and inadequate. We needn't. Our adequacy is measured only in our bearing witness, not in 
the results that arise from it. No matter how weak and inadequate we feel in the face of this lack of ac-
ceptance, we can keep on trusting God and keep on bearing witness. God's grace is sufficient for us.  

Although we are sent out in mission empty handed, Jesus has provided strength for us for the task. We 
gather here around this table because Jesus has invited us to prepare ourselves for mission in an often 
unresponsive world. Jesus has given of himself that we might be strengthened and sustained in our call-
ing. Here we respond to the call of Christ to go out and announce God's reign, and to overcome evil 
and sickness. 

The Word of Jesus is among us. Hear that Word.


