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‘Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and saying “The 
time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent, and believe in the gospel.”' 

Have you ever been so excited that you can hardly wait to tell people your news? Have you ever seen all 
your plans and dreams come together, perhaps buying your first home or the birth of your first child, 
and you just know that this is the time, the right time? Or perhaps waited for that special guest, and 
waited and waited, until… 
It’s so exciting a time that you’re left breathless by its arrival. That's the kind of language Mark is using 
when he introduces the start of Jesus' ministry.  

But after John was delivered up, Jesus went into Galilee proclaiming the good news given by 
God.  

There's no indication of any preparation by Jesus, putting affairs in order or anything. John is arrested 
so Jesus begins. 

Someone remarked once, “Jesus could have written a book but instead he came preaching the Good 
News.” Straight away Mark give us what that message is. We have probably heard it so many times 
before. The time is fulfilled and so on. Repent and believe. With that Jesus starts recruiting - and the 
disciples respond immediately.  
So let's hear again. Jesus came preaching. We hear the word ‘preach' and we get some images in our 
minds. For some it's a black robed figure speaking solemnly, for others it's someone doing a rant for an 
hour or more, for yet others, it is being told in very moralistic terms how to live their life. None of 
these are meant here. The word means proclaim or herald - that's what I meant when I talked about 
the excitement Mark generates. It is a message of urgency and of performance. 

Jesus comes proclaiming, heralding ‘the gospel of God'. This ‘gospel' is better translated as ‘good news', 
but more importantly it is not good news about God. No, in this case that little word ‘of' which is the 
literal translation really means ‘from' or ‘given by'. This isn't anything Jesus has dreamed up by himself; 
this good news is given to us by God. It is the first sign in Mark's story that God is graciously reaching 
out to all.  
The time is fulfilled. Some verses say - the right time. It is the idea of the season, or occasion. Now is the 
right opportunity. Everything is ready, completed and prepared. It's as if you've prepared for a party 
and now it is ten minutes to go before the first guests are expected. 

The kingdom of God is near, is at hand, is at the door. Are you ready?  
The expectation of people then, was that when the reign of God came completely, they would see God 
acting with power to establish a new order of things. In the light of all Israel's experience of failed kings 
and rulers, of exile and destruction, they looked for that time when God would bring peace to the 
nations, death and sorrow would be destroyed. Isaiah 65 voiced it in these terms. “Lo, I am about to 
create a new heaven and a new earth; the things of the past shall not be remembered. Instead there 
shall always be rejoicing and happiness in what I create”. One writer has suggested Jesus is promising 
not utopia, that object of anxious expectation, but topia, the object of happiness for all the people. 



So what is the response to be - repent and believe the gospel. And already I can sense some saying - 
“Yes, there's the catch. Someone has been there before - John offered preaching and baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. What is this repentance stuff? Isn't it all about being sorry, about 
admitting that you are a miserable sinner waiting God's judgment on our life?” In a word - no! First of 
all, it is about turning your life around, changing its focus. The nearness of the kingdom invites us to 
join our lives to that of God's will, which simply stated is the well being, the shalom of every creature, 
of every man, woman and child.  

It has two dimensions. One is a personal, internal orientation. The other is a social or communal 
dimension, which is focused towards the bidding of the community that lives out this way. That which 
takes you away from either orientation is what really makes sin so potent. The personal dimension is 
the refusal to accept the future of God who comes to us in grace. The social dimension is the refusal to 
live that out in our here-and-now life with our neighbours. Repent then, turn around and find this 
new orientation.  

Repent and believe the good news.  
“What do you really believe?” This is not asking you for a list of your beliefs and doctrines. In this 
context it is far more deep-rooted than that. What is it that your have put your trust in? Committed 
your life to? Cast yourself upon as stable and trustworthy in your life? The answers to that set of 
questions are as many and varied as we are. And how often have we found that many of these things 
prove to let us down? Parents prove to be fallible; our very selves turn out to be too fragile; money and 
security prove to be shallow and fleeting. Our little self-made goals are found to be wanting, so 
consider Jesus' invitation, ‘Believe in the gospel'. Trust yourself to God’s good news. Commit your life 
to the reign of God. 

What is the good news? God has come not as judge, but as loving, caring father. God has come to save 
and liberate us and all people. The good news is that it is not just for me and you, but for all people - 
all are included in God's gracious activity. It is this good news which we have to respond to with our 
own personal response, but more importantly as a community: the community of followers of Jesus. 

Our task as a community of faith is threefold. The first is to make our community such a place that it 
reflects that which we believe. The second is to witness to this good news in deed, by showing those we 
meet and live with what it means to understand that all are loved children of God. The third is to join 
in Jesus' ministry and proclaim the good news, to each other, to our families, relatives and to strangers.  

And why? Why should we? For myself I want to speak that word of grace because I have found the 
meaning for my life and the power to live it in the God I see in Jesus. Through the years, millions have 
followed the way of Jesus and found their lives changed. They have found peace of mind, meaning in 
life, and joy. For myself this is true. It is a joy that takes me through and beyond sorrow. It is meaning 
for life that gives depth and real substance as it offers peace in my innermost being. For us today we 
can hear Jesus' invitation as fresh and new as it was then. 

Now is the right time, all is accomplished and the sphere of God's influence is at the door waiting. So 
turn your lives around and trust them to the good news of God's loving, saving purposes for all people. 

The Word of Jesus is among us. 
Hear that Word.


