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This is the beginning of the good news… The season of Advent has begun and we prepare for 
Christmas.
“The kingdom is coming, is here, is at the door.” This is Mark’s take on Jesus message, but to get it 
we need the way prepared. We have to go out into the wilderness to see how that happens. In the 
light of what I’ve been preaching on in the last series of sermons, we are being called to go out by 
the messenger, John the Baptiser, to go out and to begin again.
Last weekend the minister at the church we attended started reflecting on doors and what they 
represent. He talked about the threshold and the “limin.” We all know what the threshold is – 
that’s the bit on this side of the door that you have to cross in order to get to the space on the 
other side. All doors are gap fillers in walls. They block the hole in the wall, whether between 
rooms or between inside and outdoors. A door makes it possible to prevent entry into the next 
space. 

Sometimes we know what is on the other side of the door, what’s in the space beyond, sometimes 
we don’t. In order to get there however we have to move across the threshold. As we move 
through the doorway we cross an imaginary line bit like the equator called the “limin.” This is the 
Latin word to describe that centre line between the two thresholds. On one side of it you are in 
one room or space, on the other side you are in the new space. Things will be different as a result. 

Marcus Borg talks about liminal spaces or what the Irish priest and poet John O’Donohue calls 
thin places, where the divine seems to break through on earth. To be in such a place can be to have 
a deeply spiritual experience if one is open to such possibilities.

In both Isaiah and Mark we are drawn to this place, this space, this room named “the wilderness.” 
From here will come God’s pathway and the invitation is to travel on this path. For Israel it is a 
path that brings comfort and redemption. For Mark’s readers it is a path to forgiveness and the 
presence of the spirit in the new community. As I read it I get an image of our need to go out into 
this space away from us in order to re-enter the world in a new way. A threshold and limit on a 
grand scale. 

We move from the old world, the old way and cross the threshold of the wilderness. Then, then 
we step out of the wilderness onto God’s pathway. A path made straight; a highway where every 
hill is made low and valley lifted up, where the hilly is made level and the rough made into a plain. 
Smoothness of travel, comfort and ease – for a people used to trudging narrow hilly pathways and 
roads it must seem a God given luxury.

In Mark the invitation is to go and see John, then see where he points and cross the limin so that 
we may enter God’s highway, God’s space. When we get to the part in the cycle of readings after 
Christmas when Jesus first starts speaking, we will find the image changed slightly. The right time 
is now and the kingdom of God has drawn near. This kingdom that Jesus brings is what is now 
travelling on the road, has reached the threshold, is at the door ready to come across the 
threshold, pass the limin, and bring God’s space into ours. This is good news. This is where true 
justice and true peace are found. 

In Sri Lanka, long gruelling hours are a shock to new arrivals to the country’s Free Trade Zone 
factories.  Many are Tamils coming from the north where their families are still destitute five years 
after the civil war ended.  When factory owners and landlords exploit them, it is the Women’s 



Centre that pushes for better treatment.  It also offers a safe place to come for health and 
employment advice, computer access and a library.  Their acclaimed theatre group promotes 
worker rights and campaigns against violence.  Fostering friendship and understanding between 
people of different ethnic groups, is important peace making work in a country where tensions 
remain high. Crossing the threshold into the Centre has the potential to change everything for 
those people through the work that we support through Christian World Service.

And for us? Today we will start exploring our future. That may involve crossing into a new space, a 
new place, a new way of being. Where is the straight path going to take us? It may also mean we 
have to step out and go into the wilderness in order to travel to the new thing God is leading us to. 
That is not always a comfortable or easy option and not all of us may want to take that path. But 
the one who has already travelled that path, who is Spirit-filled, will be with us, inspiring us as we 
travel from this place to the next, as we cross the threshold into God’s space where as the psalm 
says, “Justice and peace kiss and embrace.”

The Word of Jesus is with us. Hear that Word.


