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Readings: Romans 12:9–18 
  Luke 14: 12–24 
“…you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous.” (Luke 14:14, NRSV). 

Well, that’s that done and dusted, as they say. We’ve done the wedding, but in some ways for me the tricky 
bit was not so much the falling in love, or the planning, or the ceremony. Rather it was the realisation that 
we were bringing three families and two sets of friends together for the celebration. How would they fit 
together? How would they get on? The ceremony was fine but planning the meal – should we tell people 
where to sit or should we give them place settings mixing up the groups or forcing them into. This is where 
the hospitality and celebration became important for this is where the relationships between all the groups 
and with us come out into the light of day. 

Last time I spoke about being sent out into the neighbourhood to find where God’s peace and hospitality 
was, so we could join in God’s action. That is a scary thing that seems bigger than we are, yet it seems to be 
where Jesus was heading with his mission. In Luke 9 he commissioned the twelve, then a chapter later the 
70 or 72 nameless ones, sending them in pairs heading off into the streets and villages of Palestine. So it 
comes as a bit of a relief then as Jesus seems to relent and allow us to offer hospitality. The beginning of the 
chapter starts with a meal at a Pharisee’s home and then Jesus talks about going to a wedding and how you 
choose your seats, or rather couches, for at such a banquet the guests recline. Our guests didn’t recline, but 
they enjoyed the hospitality, and I think we got the interactions about right. 

Then Jesus gives some clear instructions about how we might do hospitality in our place, in our 
community, mentioning how if we do it right, we will be blessed. And as if that is not enough he makes the 
point stronger with the parable about the feast in the Kingdom of God. And in this case blessing is offered 
to those who eat bread in the kingdom. 

Who is God and what is God up to is also a set of questions for today? Last time we heard of God being a 
sending God, a God of peace, of healing and of hospitality waiting for us. This time we get a very different 
image of being Christian community. If we mention God in Luke 14 and we’re meant to think of tables. 
Mention tables and we’re meant to think of banquets, of parties. Mention parties and we’re meant to think 
of talk and laughter, of conversation and dialogue, of welcome and of hospitality. We can come up with this 
practically and do church as couches. 

Let’s also take this theologically, to quote from theologian, David Ford: 
This is a picture of Jesus Christ as the [master]host of the universe, entertaining everything and everyone. It 
of course embraces ... feasting as the practice that can most clearly hint at the ultimate destiny to which 
God is inviting us. That in turn involves the healing of relationships, forgiveness of wrongs, justice, and all 
that makes for the sort of peace in which people can enjoy each other across their differences. 
Note that practical and theological need not be either/or. They can be both/and. So this is doing the Jesus 
thing in Luke 14: Having a party, on couches, with a [master]host. 

There are two different models for being MasterHost!. The first is if we begin with the parable as Luke 
writes it up. That is also where the reading begins when we come to this text in the Lectionary cycle. 
Blessed is the one who will eat at the feast in the Kingdom of heaven. 
Here is a way for us to understand God. As the masterhost! Who this masterhost is inviting? Who in Jesus 
came to seek and save the lost? Who finds himself rejected by those who should know better and celebrated 
by those who know no better? When we start reading from verse 15, when we follow the lectionary reading, 
we get a glimpse of God: Blessed is the one who will eat at the feast in the Kingdom of heaven. 



However there is another frame around the parable picture. We experience this frame, we approach the text 
differently, when we start reading from verse 12. 
Then Jesus said to his host: When you give a luncheon or dinner, 
Here Jesus is not talking about God. Jesus is talking to a real life human person. A real life MasterHost. A 
person who has enough resources, enough finances, enough networks, enough friends, to throw a banquet. 
When we start with verse 12, we’re invited to think not just about who is God; but about who are people? 
And how then should we live? 

The wider context of these readings is about Jesus’ dealings with a number of people, the rich young man 
who has resources to burn, right through to Zaccheus whose story we will explore next time. He too has 
resources. With the first, Jesus gives him a radical option – sell everything and follow. With Zaccheus there 
is no suggestion or demand, just the chance to come and hang out with Zaccheus and he responds by 
giving away half and returning four times what he had taken. Sell all, sell half,and in today’s reading there is 
no talk of selling anything. Instead it is a call to a different kind of hospitality, “…when you give a luncheon 
or dinner, don’t invite friends and family. Instead invite the poor, crippled, lame, blind.” 

When we start here Robert Tannehill, a Methodist thinker about Luke, thinks that this is a verse for those 
with resources. For want-to- be Masterhosts. For people with finance, and networks, and influence, and 
time. Such people wonder - practically - what sell your possessions might mean - practically. If you have 
resources, one way to get rid of it is to throw parties, and there’s another parable in Luke about someone 
who overdoes the partying in a strange land and creeps back home to his father who… throws a party. 
Which makes this, says Tannehill, a parable for Western Christianity, for us, who’ve got resources, and 
expendable income, and networks of influence, and time.If we want to follow Jesus then we must become 
masterhosts. Throw parties. Who to invite? Who is here in our community that is on the outer? 

At Assembly I heard a number of stories which involved hosting and hospitality and how those involved 
have found a new way of relating to the community they are placed in. There are ups and down and no 
obvious formula apart from someone finding a need and filling it with food. In my dialogue group there 
was a man from Maori Hill in Dunedin, one of the leaders at the BACH (Breakfast at Community Hall) 
They began with six people making breakfast on Sunday morning – good food, good coffee – at the 
community hall around the corner from the church at about 8 am. It has grown to 40-50 people – oldies, 
families, singles, all sorts. They now include teaching and worship as part of the experience. Or Mahurangi 
Church at Warkworth who drew in a group of migrant workers from the Pacific to provide a place to 
gather, to eat food together, to sing and dance together and now are in their third year of hosting a Pacifika 
performance festival, and now have some asking whether they can join in the church. Or one of Steve’s 
stories from Opawa Baptist in Christchurch about Tina who in 2008 helped with the church spring clean. 
As a church, they wanted to serve their community, so they invited local community groups to join them, 
once a year, for 4 hours, to clean the neighbourhood and then share a bbq with them. Food provided in 
mutual partnership. Tina, from local community Cottage turned up and was one of the last to leave. Paused 
at the door, asked one of the pastor’s who was locking up, What happens here the rest of the week. Church. 
Can I come? Sure. She came. Every Sunday. A few months later, she asked to be baptised and became a 
member. Why? was asked of her. Her response was, Every time you meet there was food. When you’re a 
solo mum with 5 kids, finding a family to eat with means a lot. And you have provided that, so here we 
belong. 

The interesting thing about hospitality is that there are guests and hosts. Christians sometimes find 
themselves as the former, other times as the latter, and on occasions, as both simultaneously. Jesus seems to 
be the key model of guest, journeying into the far country, even while representing and offering the 
redemptive hospitality of God. Christians might also follow in Jesus’ footsteps as aliens and strangers into 
far countries, even those far neighbourhoods right next door, being guests of those who might welcome 
them, and all the while embodying and representing the hospitality of God’s redemptive banquet. 

The Word of Jesus is among us.  Hear that Word.


