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After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and 
place where he himself intended to go. 

The Moderator of the General Assembly began his term with an address, a proclamation of God’s Spacious 
Love. For me through all the debates and discussions, the dialogue groups, the lunchtime meetings and the 
difficult decision making times, this theme kept me going. To have someone explore this idea as a way for 
the church to get involved in mission, in God’s mission in the world gave me a sense of hope and purpose. 
Knowing the spaciousness of God’s love, knowing its unboundedness, knowing that I am caught up in that 
is so important as I reshape my life and ministry for this next part of my life. Of course that didn’t play out 
quite as openly in the Assembly debates, with one speaker in urging Assembly to remove liberty of 
conscience for ministers disagreeing with the rulings to date stating that God’s love had parameters and the 
church had to ensure those boundaries were not to be crossed. 

The keynote speaker was the Rev Dr Steve Taylor, a kiwi who has been a vicar, a baptist pastor and now is 
working with the Uniting Church of Australia training ordinands. He used Luke’s gospel to explore mission 
and specifically the sending of the 70 or 72 in Luke 10, the parable of the banquet in Luke 14 and the 
encounter with Zaccheus in Luke 19. I want to bring his ideas to you over the next wee while, while they 
are still fresh so you too might find some new insights. 

So there we were with a bit of paper and a picture of a saint, and then came another bit of paper – how to 
make a paper boat, and Steve began to speak. He didn’t focus on the text we’ve read this morning though 
that had been read before he began. No he began with the instruction “Start building your boat while I 
start speaking!” Rustle and fold and crease and Oh how did you do that whispered around the room, while 
others were trying to go Shh we want to listen. That was all right though because in concentrating on 
building, or concentrating over the construction noise, we were hearing the story. 

There was an Irish monk in the fifth century, Brendan, who when he was 80 read today’s reading as if it 
were for the first time. As he read he felt the wind of the Spirit touch his soul and he sensed God was 
calling him to a new adventure. He began to construct a boat. It was a rudderless boat with a sail.  A boat 
that was to trust the wind of the Spirit. When it was completed he and fourteen of his fellow monks got on 
it and sailed off from Kerry up past the Western Isles of Scotland, past the Faroes, eventually to Iceland, 
then across to Greenland finally reaching the coast of North America. There’s a fine tale about his 
adventures and there has been much debate about the facticity of the tale. After all we all know Columbus 
was the first or was it the Vikings, in proper boats, not one without a rudder. 

Then in 1970, a man named Tim Severin, as part of National Geographic expedition set out to disprove the 
myth. He built a boat exactly like Brendan the Navigator only with a radio to call for help. He set sail from 
Ireland. Sure enough, the winds and the tides carried him to North America, by exactly the same route and 
with many of the same adventures, that Brendan the Voyager wrote of. 

Now in the immram, or navigation story, it told of how Brendan and his companions as they travelled they 
proclaimed God’s peace. Where ever they went, they were shaped by Luke 10. They proclaimed God’s 
peace. Shalom, goodwill to all humankind.  

Why am I sharing this tale? It is like the story of Abraham who left Haran at the age of 75. It is the story of 
the Grimesthorpe Methodist Church in Sheffield where the congregation had shrunk to sixteen pensioners 
gathering for worship in the vestry, who sold their church and bought a shop and continued to worship, 
but also created a place for English lessons and cooking classes for Asian immigrants, a place for children’s 



programmes, a lunch club. All these, all mature ripened adults, along with people like Brendan, allowed 
themselves to be touched by God’s Spirit and went out. They were sent, without a plan, without a rudder, 
with only God to trust, with the company of the community that they were part of coming too. 

We were invited in the telling to take these next questions, look into the text and ponder them for our own 
situation.  Who is God? Where is God? What is God up to? There’s a lot to explore in those but I’m not 
going to open them all up. First of all God is a sending God in this story. God through Jesus sends 70 or 72 
and they go out to proclaim God’s shalom. Mission, voyaging, is simply because God is a sending God who 
is appointing 72 others and sending them. As the theologian Emil Brunner wrote, “The Church exists by 
mission, just as a fire exists by burning. Where there is no mission there is no church.” Why 72, and 70 
with no name? No apostles, no close disciples, just all whom Jesus had gathered to respond to the wind of 
the Spirit. Is Luke reminding us that God’s mission is for all of us. The whole people of God. To the 12 
apostles and to the 70/2. All of us lay and ordained, we’re all being sent on God’s mission. We all have 
reason for voyaging. What is our reason here in the ship of St Stephen’s? 

Where is God? First of all God is there in the person of Jesus, the one who gathers this community, gathers 
to send it out. Then God is there in the world beyond the community. In verse 5 the 70 or 72 are sent out, 
nervous, unsure, uncertain they are doing the right thing. Not unlike us as we look at ourselves. But as they 
go out they discover God is already at work in the neighbourhood ahead of them. God is there in the 
person of peace who welcomes. At the Presbytery Gathering, Tania Ashman from Desert Spring Ministries 
in Fairfield talked about their change of focus, going out and finding in front of them people who would 
welcome them to join in whatever wholeness making, peace making, reconciling work was needed. So it 
might be for us. Where are the people of peace in our community here? Sharma? The Community Centre? 

What is God up to in this text? God is there in the relationships, in the eating and drinking, in the 
hospitality that the 72 receive. This is tough mission isn’t it - hanging with people, enjoying their hospitality 
(not them enjoying ours), allowing relationships to flow, building community. And in that encounter, 
God’s mission is being made present through hospitality. But not at my place. Not the church giving 
hospitality at our place, with our table manners, with our language, with our patterns of grace and 
thanksgiving. It’s not us taking God’s hospitality out from the church, rather it is us going into our 
communities and receiving God’s hospitality that is already there. Then God is there in the speaking of 
peace. The Hebrew word “shalom” is  about peace in all of life. Peace up with God. Peace across with 
people - neighbours and our families. Peace, down with the earth on which God-in-Jesus walks. So the 
mission of God is speaking peace, to seek the wellbeing of all the facets of our community.  

And lastly God is there in the changing of lives. They went healing and teaching. They didn’t just receive 
hospitality but brought healing to the sick that were there. Here we have the beginning of a new 
community forming and finding that that is what God is already up to. 

God is a sending God. God is at work here, inside our church. But God is also at work there, in the 
community. Our task, as sent ones, is to go looking - wondering what is God already up to in our 
neighbourhoods, in our networks, in our relationships. We are sent out to take the risk of becoming 
receivers of hospitality, of being in their spaces not our places. 

How will we know what God is God up to? How will we know what the Kingdom looks like? 
We’ll look for relationships. We’ll look for places of peace and encounters in which wellbeing, healing in the 
whole of life, is being experienced. We’ll look for changed lives. That’s only the beginning, and I’ll explore 
the other readings while they’re still fresh, because that’s what the Assembly has inspired in me in spite of all 
the other stuff that is happening. We have a mission to attend to, to respond to. 

The Word of Jesus is among us. Hear that Word.


