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Readings: Exodus 3: 1–15 
  Romans 12: 1, 9–21 
  Matthew 16: 21–26 !
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God” !
What for you is the most holy thing in your life? Where do you find the sacred in your daily living? Take 
those two questions and reflect on them, then share with your neighbour. !
There was a time when I would have ducked those sort of questions, finding excuses for avoiding answering 
them like I haven’t got time, or, I just live it, I don’t have to think about it, or, I’ll answer it by myself, 
because it is no-one else’s business. You may share sentiments like that. Increasingly, however, I am finding 
that it is becoming important to talk of the holy, the sacred, of the sense of something deeper in life in a 
world increasingly skating along the surface of life, barely pausing for breath. !
If we think about the idea of the “sacred” we normally think of something that has been set apart for divine 
service. we understand it as referring to things (and people) that are dedicated to God’s use, or which are in 
some way, connected with God. Today’s reading from Exodus seems to point us to the idea of sacred 
ground. !
For many people the idea of the holy allows them to think of people who are spiritual virtuosos, people 
who devote their lives to prayer and sacred sort of stuff, but at the same time not at all connected with the 
realities of everyday life. In some ways that’s how we view what happened to Moses. It was so different, that 
it would never happen to us. As we read the story, we find that Moses was going about his everyday 
business of tending the sheep out in the wilderness. He had done nothing special to prepare himself for 
what was to happen. The holy burst into his life quite unexpectedly. Yet, there is, in the story, no surprise 
expressed about what happens. For the readers of Exodus, it was taken for granted that the mystery of the 
divine presence could be truly known in the world of human experience. !
There is also a theme that runs through the Bible in such encounters where the sacred impinges on the life 
of ordinary people, a theme that is often missing in the New Age exploration of spirituality and sacred 
places. That theme is that where men and women come face to face with the holiness of God, there is a 
response called out from them, a response of ethical action. !
Look at the story of Moses. From Moses’ side there is curiosity, fear and confusion. From God’s side, there 
is the announcement of a programme that God wants Moses to be part of. 
“I have seen the misery of my people… I have heard their cry… I know their sufferings and I have come 
down to deliver them.” 
God doesn’t invite Moses but tells him “…come, I will send you… to bring my people… out of Egypt.” 
The disclosure of God, the breaking in of the holy into Moses’ everyday life is a summons to him to be 
committed to God’s cause of freeing the people of Israel. Moses challenges this call, not by denying its 
validity, but by questioning who God is. God in effect states what Moses already knows about the situation 
of the people of Israel. They are oppressed, they need to be free. Moses is more worried about the grounds 
on which the people of Israel will listen to him. Who shall I say you are? It is like our present situation 
when we come to say the Nicene Creed. I BELIEVE IN GOD… Who is this God in which we believe? !
I think that because we have lost a sense of the sacred in our life in our community, for many people belief 
in God is a nice idea to have, but that it doesn’t really impact on our everyday lives. The holy is that which 
is wholly apart from us, doesn’t intrude into our daily lives, doesn’t make demands on us. 



!
That was certainly not what Paul understood. Often when the verses from Romans we heard today , they 
are begun at verse nine “Let love be genuine.” Paul is talking about the new life that comes to us from being 
part of the body of Christ, and it begins at verse one “I appeal to you, brothers and sisters… to present your 
bodies… holy and acceptable to God…” The rest of the passage is the outworking of what it means to be 
holy and acceptable to God. !
The qualities that are called for are no soft option for an ordinary life. Far from it. At crucial points, there 
are calls for action that show a way of life that is at odds with the wider community. Hate what is evil, hold 
fast to what is good. In other words, stand fast against what you know to be evil. It is no good just sitting at 
home saying dear dear that’s bad, unless you are also prepared to find ways to resist evil and to affirm that 
which is good publicly. That is something those who marched against the casino application understood, 
and so we see the consequences of a different ethic that won out, today in our city. It was not simply a case 
of freedom of choice for private individuals, but was about the common good of the community. Be patient 
in suffering points to the fact that as Christians the stand one makes on ethical issues brings opposition and 
persecution. If it was simply a case of private belief, believing in God would not be a choice that brought 
anything upon one. It is the expression of holiness that lands one in trouble. !
Extend hospitality to strangers means that the genuineness of Christian love is not just for family and those 
with you in the Christian fellowship, but that it draws us to do that which is against our ordinary natures. 
Indeed, Paul goes further and says “If your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty given them 
something to drink.” That action in itself turns the accepted order of living life upside down. It is 
particularly so when you remember that hospitality is a communal activity in the culture of the time. It was 
obvious to all in the neighbourhood when a person entertained and extended hospitality to someone, so 
judgments were able to be made as to who was accepted and who was not. In our living today, everything 
like that is actually more hidden. It is one’s private business and no one else’s. Love has become privatised. 
Perhaps in responding to the call to be holy, part of our vocation is to take love, genuine love, back into the 
community. !
Finally let us address ourselves to the words of Jesus “What would it profit a person if they gain the whole 
world but forfeit their life?” That “life” is translated in the older versions as “soul” and refers to life seen 
from the aspect of the person animated by the breath or spirit of God. In other words, if we are to live with 
integrity with our true being, then we are to recognise that which is fundamental to our true self, and to see 
that it comes from the holy God, creator of all, giver of the breath of life itself. As we seek to follow Jesus he 
challenges everyone who comes down this path to be aware of the consequences of following him. It is not 
simply cross bearing, but that sense of self-denial which once again stands us over against the ways of the 
world. Peter strongly resists the suggestion that suffering is a consequence of Jesus choice. Jesus response is 
that Peter has his mind on human ideas rather than divine things. There is a holy way of going about things 
which resists and challenges the world. !
A clue to help us understand the way Matthew puts this is to see him writing about Jesus as the new Moses, 
the new lawgiver. As God called Moses to action, so God also called Jesus to divine action, action that 
brings people out of oppression and servitude. The different thing that happens with Jesus is that Jesus 
passes on that call to his disciples and to anyone who would seek to follow him and that includes you and 
me today. “Be perfect as your father in heaven is perfect” Jesus said earlier in the story. That perfection can 
be understood as  being holy, so long as you read Luke’s translation as well which says “Be compassionate, 
just as your father is compassionate.” !
So when we consider what is most holy in our lives, is it also that which draws us to be loving, just, 
compassionate and joining in God’s programme of release for the captive, consolation for the broken 
hearted, and proclaiming good news to the poor? I wonder, do you? 
The Word of Jesus is among us. Hear that Word.  Amen.


