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Reading:  I Corinthians 12:3b–13 
  John 20:19– 23 !
“When he had seen this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” !
Have you ever been in on a secret? Perhaps it was when you and some friends or family members joined 
together to plan a surprise for someone special. That’s a fun kind of secret to be in on, isn’t it? Sometimes 
people get together to plan some not so nice things, like at work, or in politics when people get together in 
order to get rid of someone who perhaps holds too much power, or doesn’t do what is required of them. 
When we read at the accounts of Jesus arrest and trial, there seems to have been something of a plot, a 
conspiracy, between the Pharisees and the Sanhedrin in order to get rid of this trouble maker. They plotted 
together and worked to get the Roman authorities on their side also !
If we look at the origin of the word ‘conspiracy’, we find that it literally means “to breathe together” and 
originally referred to a group of people who were so closely linked together that they literally breathed 
together. In a way that describes what the disciples were like in the reading from John. They had shut 
themselves away behind locked doors in fear of the Jewish authorities, and as well as conspiring —
breathing together— were also probably wondering what to do next, what was coming next. Their 
planning was to keep themselves alive. !
There they were, when Jesus appeared among them! !
Is it possible that we can see something of ourselves or our congregation in that group? How ready are we 
to go out and speak about our faith, about what we hold to be important,about what we live by, because we 
are afraid of what how other people will respond? Like the disciples, in the face of increasing hostility from 
society perhaps we have lost confidence in the good news of Jesus and the life of the Spirit. We may not 
look like a conspiracy, but if we confine the good news within our company of church people, we are acting 
in that manner. The doors may be open, but in reality they are experienced by those outside as locked. !
Jesus appears to the disciples in order to reclaim them for God’s mission, and so today we listen again to 
this story so we might be reclaimed for mission also. !
First of all Jesus gives them peace. 
“Peace be with you,” It takes them back to the last supper together when John records him saying “Peace I 
leave with you. I do not give as the world gives. My peace I give to you.” This is that same Jesus. Here he 
communicates to the disciples, and us, a deep sense of safety, security and confidence which comes from 
this peace. It lets us be Christ’s people without being frantic, inward looking, or concerned for our survival 
as a church. That is always a temptation for congregations—doing things in order to survive or so we can 
continue as we are. 
The peace of the risen Jesus invites us to claim as brother and sister, people who are not our kin. It means 
sitting at this table with people who live outside the tight circles that are our family and friends. It means 
witnessing for Christ, being an advocate for the gospel as though something were at stake. We can do these 
things because we can rest secure in the fact that God is behind us, the Spirit within us and Christ is before 
us. But being given peace is only the first step out of the conspiracy. !
“He showed them his hands and his side.” 
At one level this is a sign of recognition. “I am the one you saw crucified.” But at a deeper level it is also Jesus’ 
identification with the pain and suffering of the world. Christ truly suffers and identifies with people who 
are vulnerable and open, just as he rejoices with those who rejoice. 



“and the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.” 
We are called to see the Lord in the world wherever people are wounded and vulnerable, and to respond as 
Christ responds, with peace and openness. 
“Then he breathed on them.” 
Jesus didn’t join the conspiracy. Instead, he gave them a new Spirit which took them out of their fear and 
closed-in-ness. 
“As the Father sends me, so I send you.” 
The conspiracy is broken open and becomes koinonia, open fellowship. In that experience of intimacy and 
communion with the risen Christ the disciples, and we today, are empowered for mission. It serves to 
remind us we haven’t gathered together simply to get more members, more money, or to make ourselves 
better people. Our reason and power for being together as this church comes from Jesus himself. !
“Jesus breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.’” 
This gift speaks to our hearts and minds about God and about our own experiences. It may be that there 
are some key experiences that we are reminded of, or maybe there is no clear event, just some sense of 
otherness, of the power of loving rightness behind everything. Whatever way we have experienced this 
divine presence in our lives, this reading asks us to understand it with reference to the life, work, death and 
resurrection of Jesus – that is how we are Christian. At the same time John takes us back to the beginning 
of creation when God filled the inanimate bodies of clay with living spirit. There in that room, the Spirit is 
given by Jesus bringing about the new creation of the disciple community. Here in this room, the Spirit 
comes to refresh and renew our community in Christ. !
One of the gifts and tasks this new fellowship is given is forgiveness. The need for forgiveness is most 
pressing when we live in close relationships with each other, but is there whenever we are in or out of 
relationship with people. We may try to protect ourselves from tension and conflict with others by taking 
few risks or by being very formal and distant with each other, but that does not match the open fellowship 
the risen Christ creates amongst us. !
Forgiveness involves us in practising openness, acceptance and welcome so that bridges are mended, 
outsiders are embraced and division is resolved. The more we try to embody that open fellowship, the more 
forgiveness is needed in our community and in ourselves, in order to keep us in right relationship with each 
other. !
This all becomes the key to who we are as a people of God in this area. We are not a conspiracy—closed 
and locked in on ourselves—but an open, welcoming fellowship who have found God’s peace in this 
community, peace which gives us a deep sense of security and confidence in God. !
We become a fellowship which identifies with and responds to the pain and suffering of the world as Christ 
did – in an open hearted way. We take the forgiveness we have experienced into the world – as Jesus has 
forgiven us so we forgive. This doesn’t happen overnight. It didn’t then and it doesn’t now. By nourishing 
our faith and supporting each other in quiet confidence of God’s place in our lives even in the midst of 
daunting circumstances, we can in humbleness and open-heartedness give expression to this confidence to 
those around us. !
Receive the Holy Spirit and become the Easter people who rise above confining circumstances to live open-
hearted lives, sure in the knowledge that God is with us in suffering and joy, giving us forgiveness that we 
may forgive, so that light and love may be brought to a world that is in much need of love. !
The Word of Jesus is among us. 
Hear this Word.


