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Readings: 1 Peter 2:2–11 
  John 14: 1–14 !
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” !
Two embattled communities of faith, two responses each with their own particular situation to deal with. 
The more I talk with my colleagues and others in the church, the more I hear a sense of desperation in their 
voices about survival in the present day, let alone into the future. It is hard not to get drawn into such a 
mood. I know even amongst us there is that same anxiety as this community changes, ages, gets frailer, as 
the wider neighbourhood gets cut in pieces by four lane roads, as the ethnic mix, the social demographic all 
seems to have gone into the air with no end in sight. For those of you who have lived here for a long time it 
can almost seem like a slow dying of our faith community. So it’s not just ministers, but congregations and 
members that are caught by what is going on in our world. !
One of the streams of commentaries I draw from suggest a theme for today of “Enduring Witness” and 
behind that is the unspoken prayer that we carry in our hearts. Having done all we can will our witness 
endure, through this congregation, in this community and city? It would be easy for us to succumb to 
despair in this situation but we are people of the Word, the Word that brings life and love, grace and truth, 
mercy and peace, and in that Word is hope. !
We all share the desire to find our way home, whether it’s at the end of a long day or at the end of a long 
journey, a long time of wandering, of alienation, of homesickness and pain. That may be why so many 
people speak of finding a church "home" when they find a congregation that welcomes them and feels like 
a place in which they can grow their faith. Of course, if a church only puts us at ease with our lives as they 
are, our presuppositions and our comforting compromises in faith, then perhaps we're speaking of 
accommodation rather than challenge and spiritual growth. Yet, for many people, finding a church home 
means finding a safe haven, a refuge, a fortress, and a rock. The church may be the one place, the one way, 
in their life that they experience God's protective love in a hostile and dangerous world. !
It is in that safe haven that we receive the spiritual food that we need to grow our faith. We ourselves 
become part of the very "structure," the home, the spiritual house that First Peter speaks of. If we remember 
that his audience was a group of dispossessed people, people who had no unifying dignity and identity 
apart from being a church, the power of these words expands in our hearing. Have you ever felt like a 
"nobody" and then found yourself to be a “somebody"? What might it sound to your ears, if you thought 
you were "nobody," and then are told you have become part of a "chosen race,” and words like "holy" and 
"royal" were used to describe you? How must it feel like to come out of darkness into the "marvellous light" 
of God? What a transformation that potentially is, from "no people" to "God's people”! !
Having recognised that experience it is then possible to imagine more. The invitation is to come to the 
living stone and to be built like living stones into a spiritual house. At that point the writer acknowledges 
that this is no easy build. The world rejected this foundation stone. To you who believe, he is precious… To 
you who trust, he is honoured and valued… Despite the way the world may view things this Jesus who we 
follow makes the foundation of our spiritual house, our community of faith into a firm base for our faith. !
What might this mean then for a small beleaguered group of Christians? It is an encouragement in the first 
place to follow Jesus, the living stone who we are drawn to, so that we may be like living stones. It is not in 
the way of build yourselves to be successful, rather it is about being faithful to the good news that we have 
received, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God. It is so that we might proclaim the mighty acts of 
the one who has called us out of the darkness into God’s marvellous light. The writer is quite clear that 
there will be those who turn away from what we say and do, but that is not to be our concern. It is to be 



faithful to our calling as a chosen race, a holy nation, God’s own people. There is our hope, there is the 
source of our enduring witness. !
In the same way we can explore this passage from John’s gospel. This community found itself out on a limb, 
being different from many of the other fellowships around at the time. John Dominic Crossan translates 
the text in this way: "I am the authentic (truth) vision (way) of existence (life). "What Jesus embodies and 
demonstrates is absolute, total, and universal love for all and his life, teaching, and behaviour present people 
with an authentic vision of human existence, that is, a model of the way human life ought to be lived" in 
order to "encounter God, who is Love." It takes from our view the exclusivist reading that is so favoured by 
many in order to get people to toe the saved this way and this way alone line. I know it goes on to say “no 
one comes to the Father except through me” But having just defined what that is, it is no attachment to a 
person that is being called for here. If it is “through me” then Jesus has just told us it is through the truth 
that he speaks, or as Crossan suggests, through the authentic vision of life, that we live the way of life that 
he demonstrated. However we view our relationship with Jesus, the essential part of abiding in Jesus, of 
following on the Way, is by faithfully demonstrating in our lives the way human life can and ought to be 
lived, so all may encounter God, who is Love. !
Looking around our communities it is easy to see that those who have the means to separate themselves 
from the problems of the rest of the world do this by creating gated communities for the wealthy, 
protecting themselves from the poor and from crime. In our churches we do this by hiding in a belief that 
our small efforts can make little difference, allowing our pessimism to lead us to self-interest and “us and 
them” thinking. But, in our community of faith we don’t have that luxury. Jesus has shown us that it is in 
living and working for God’s reign that we find the assurance and peace that we seek, and this means not 
separating ourselves from the world, but engaging the world in Christ’s name.  !
Rather than adopt a cynical “the world’s going to hell anyway” view of things, or buying into a “Left 
Behind” kind of pessimism about the world, we can embrace God’s saving and hopeful perspective on 
things and we can seek to be part of God’s healing. We can trust that God is at work in the world and in 
our communities, and we can look for the signs. And then we can actively participate in what we see God 
doing in our schools, in our neighbourhoods, in our local governments, in our churches and in our homes. 
We can seek to live as the community of light that, in whatever small way we can, shines light into the 
community around us. This will almost certainly mean enduring misunderstanding and even persecution 
by those who have an investment in the “way things are”. It will mean embracing the pain of self-giving as 
we work on behalf of those who need to experience God’s grace and compassion. And it will mean, even in 
the face of disillusionment and discouragement, holding fast to the assurance that Jesus offers. But, as we 
live as people of trust and hope, we bring hope to the world. !
And in the end, in the end Jesus begins his words to the disciples “Do not be troubled or afraid. Trust in 
God, trust also in me.” This was a consoling message to the early Jewish Christians of John’s community, 
who would have experienced great anxiety over losing their spiritual home (the synagogue) because of their 
belief in Jesus, and their being at odds with some of their fellow Christians by seeing things differently. This 
can and should be a consoling message to us, this community of faith, and to the wider church today. Now 
it is our hope to embody that witness to world that desperately needs good news. As followers of his all 
these centuries later we are invited by this passage to recognise that our enduring witness is to continue to 
trust in God as we walk the Way, to trust in Jesus the Word as we discern the Truth, and to live in the 
abundance of Life in God. All sorts of things matter, I know, but in this there is no debate. We too are 
called to follow Jesus and to give glory to God by trusting that we too can live a life that embodies and 
demonstrates that same absolute, total, and universal love for all. each of us in our own way and all of us 
together in this fellowship. !
The Word of Jesus is among us. Hear that Word.


