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  Luke  24: 13–35 
“They held him back, saying, “Stay with us, the day is almost over and it is getting dark.” He sat down to 
eat with them, took the bread and said the blessing.” !
It’s time once again for “What’s my Line?”, and this morning we are going to play the game Movie Styles. 
Our actors are Cleopas and his companion, who may or may not be a woman; a stranger, Jesus, who may 
or may not be there; and you, the people of St Stephen’s, who have to fit yourselves into this story 
somehow. The story is very simple, the two disciples are walking along a road, we presume it is a dusty road 
because it hasn’t rained for a while and they didn’t know about tar seal in those days anyway, a character 
joins them and they come to a village called Emmaus. We are going to ask them to do the story in a 
number of different styles. !
The first style is the Western. So, we have two disciples riding along, just moseying along, talking to each 
other about the public lynching of Jesus. They are joined by a stranger on a white horse, and begin to talk 
to him, and he with them. Over the hill and into the settlement they live in, and the stranger makes to go 
on. “No, no! Stay with us overnight. The trail is rough and it’s getting dark.” So the stranger stays and joins 
them for supper. At the table he reaches for the bread and breaks it. The two look at each other, but when 
they look up again he has already gone off into the sunset. “Say, wasn’t that the Christ…” !
Next style is the Whodunit. The two disciples are walking along the road trying to puzzle out the events of 
the last weekend. A stranger wearing a deerstalker cap, joins them and starts explaining the clues to the 
mystery. They become so engrossed they invite him in for a meal, at which point he gives them the final 
clue by breaking the bread. As the mystery opens up before their very eyes, the mysterious stranger—
stranger no more—disappears. !
The last style is the Foreign Movie. The journey appears to be a lengthy one, in fact it is one of those life-
changing journeys. The two disciples are discussing the events when a stranger joins them, apparently 
coming from nowhere. “What kind of words are these that you are exchanging with each other?” he asks. 
This is no ordinary stranger! They stop, eyes downcast, “Are you the only stranger to Jerusalem who doesn’t 
know what has happened?” The camera pans to a shot of the sun breaking through the clouds while the 
three pause on the road. Now the film carries on and they tell the stranger the story as they know it, 
speaking of death and salvation, telling of uncertainty and turmoil. It wasn’t just about a man, but about a 
movement to show how Israel would be freed. That had all come to nothing. Jesus the prophet, mighty in 
words and deeds, had been killed. Yet, they had heard of reports that Jesus was alive. 
So, our stranger talks to them as they walk, explaining to them the mysteries of God’s dealings with the 
world. It is no wonder that this is such a long journey for such a short distance. At this point the tension 
builds in the scene, as the two experience conflict between what they think they know and what they hear, 
so they invite him to stay for the evening meal. 
Jesus takes the bread, and we have flashbacks on the screen—the last supper, the feeding of the crowds, the 
meals at Capernaum. 
Jesus blesses the bread and gives it to them—the camera pans around the room and the two disciples are 
left alone with new life. !
In “What’s my Line?” the audience simply suggests different styles, and applauds in appreciation, but in 
this version we are invited to look for deeper meanings, to reflect upon them and to work them into our 
own lives. We’re not just onlookers anymore, but part of the story. Luke, in writing his version has at least 
three groups in mind. There are the Gentiles, the non-Jews, who he is helping learn about Jesus so they can 
become Christian. There are also those who are already Christian, who are looking to have their faith 
deepened. Luke is also trying to show that the gospel, the good news about God is not really a threat to the 
Roman authorities. Each group, then, needs something different from the story. !



It is like that for the church today. We seem to be battered from outside and kicked from within. We have 
become tired or unhappy because things no longer work the way they once did. Those things that used to 
give us energy and meaning no longer do so.  People are looking for ways of resolving the conflicts between 
the shortcomings of what we do now and the uncertainties of what is promised as the way of the future. 
This is true, I believe, in our personal lives as well as in our corporate life. !
A quick answer given inside the church is “Turn to Jesus”, but today’s gospel reading promises no instant 
solution. It gives us a picture of the gradual unfolding of truth as we journey in conversation with the risen 
Christ who is present with us on the way. For the two disciples Jesus held together their past experience of 
God, with the totally new future God had for them.  !
If we go back to the Whodunit style, we find the mystery being unravelled in his opening words to them, 
“Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and enter into his glory?” Jesus had recognised a 
common pattern in God’s dealings with his people which had led to his own ministry. “All the writings” he 
claims bear witness to the one divine method of dealing with the problem of evil. God’s purpose included 
the creation of a holy people who would live out this way. To do that they also had to suffer and bear the 
world’s wrong in order to transform it, so that the power of what the world could do was diminished and 
overcome. !
What does that mean in easy words? 
It is simply this. Someone does something that hurts you and wounds you deeply. It is not easy, but you can 
suffer it. It is easy to say, but very hard to do, whether you are a child at school, an adult at work, or even 
just at home with your family members. Sometimes we can get so good at the suffering bit, we wear it like a 
tee shirt so everyone knows what was done to us. That doesn’t help us or the others very much at all. !
The way Jesus showed his disciples is to take the grief and suffering and not let it get in the way of keeping 
the relationship going, even when it has been badly harmed or damaged. It is to say, “That may be the 
worst you can do, but this is the very best I can respond in return—I can forgive you, and I can still love 
you.” 
  
If we go to the Western, we find there a model of companionship, of journeying together with people and 
sharing bread with them. There is more we can do, though. You do not need to become a stranger to me, 
we can remain companions, sharing bread together in the company of the risen Christ. It doesn’t mean 
diminishing the fact that you have hurt me, but rather making sure that I will not let that get in the way. !
When Jesus moved from stranger and guest to host and companion, he took what the disciples had done in 
abandoning him and put it behind him, and renewed the relationship with them, a relationship they 
thought was finished with his death. That is a model for us also. It is the way of taking the initiative. 
Though the relationship seems fractured, Jesus took the important steps of restoring and renewing their 
being together. So we, as followers of Jesus, find ourselves in the position of being ones to take the first steps 
to repair broken relationships, of maintaining table fellowship where bread is broken and shared. !
When we do that we will find ourselves co-host with Christ. In the breaking of bread together new energy 
is released for we no longer have to expend energy holding to the old ways of seeing and doing things. It’s a 
bit like the difference between a smile and a frown. You use more muscles to frown, and when you smile 
you trigger the release of endorphins which lighten the mood and make it easier to smile more. If we break 
down the barriers of antagonism that poor relationships create, by sharing our table and ourselves then we 
may bring a small piece of hope into the lives of others. We can share in a new found confidence and a new 
place in the world. !
As the disciples found their hearts burning within them, so we also will find our hearts warmed with new 
hope, new vision and new life simply by breaking bread together, by becoming and staying companions 
together with each other and with the risen Christ. There is where we will find our source of meaning and 
purpose for our life together as a community, when we open ourselves up to the task of restoring 



relationships, becoming part of Christ’s ministry of reconciliation, becoming bread breakers, becoming 
companions. 
The Lord has risen indeed. He is known in the breaking of the bread. 
The Word is among us. Hear that Word.


