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“By God’s great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead.” !
Faith is not the same as not doubting. Faith leads to a living hope.  
Today in the gospel reading we met Thomas. Thomas is often called the Doubter because he wouldn’t take 
the word of his fellow disciples. I want to make this distinction between a doubter and a skeptic, because 
they are often confused in some people’s minds as being the same thing. A skeptic is a person who is 
perpetually in a state of doubt. They want to maintain an open mind and doubt everything that is not 
provable by rational methods. In effect they try always to be undecided about the major issues of being 
human. Is there a God? Is there meaning and purpose in life? What sense is there in suffering? are the sorts 
of questions they leave as totally open.  !
That is not what we find in Thomas as he is presented by John. Thomas is quite dogmatic with his response 
to what is a strange situation. Clearly all the disciples have a shared experience, but Thomas, perhaps in the 
grief of losing Jesus, wants to be included in the experience himself. His is the doubt of distrust. He show 
by his response to Jesus however the flip side of his personality. The opposite of doubt is being totally 
certain. There is no doubt left in his mind. Jesus invites him to put his fingers and hands in the wounds, 
but Thomas, doubt cast aside, forgoes that and exclaims “My Lord and my God!” In that jump from doubt 
to certainty there is present a sense of security which is almost not related to faith. For Thomas, having 
chosen to distrust his fellow disciples, he now finds completely trustworthy his own experience of the risen 
Lord. John helps us understand that interplay in the words Jesus then speaks to him. We heard it in this 
form in verse 29  – “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet believe.” The meaning is better drawn out like this, because John uses two different words for “see” – 
“Have you now trusted because you have seen me with your eyes? Blessed are those who have not seen me 
and yet trust in me.” Jesus points out the difference between Thomas’ conviction and the faith that will 
exist for those who are yet to come. Faith is not the same as not doubting. Faith has to do with trusting in 
God, and trusting that what God did in Jesus really made a difference to the world. !
Faith is that which leads us to a living hope.  
I want to put two images before you. The first is Pandora’s box. The second is the cross of Christ. They 
represent for me two clear responses to the issue of hope in our world.  !
The Greek myth goes like this. Once upon a time, through the rear door, behind the back of Zeus, father of 
everything, Prometheus snuck into Olympus, lit a torch from the sun’s fiery chariot and made his way back 
to earth undetected. In this way humankind received the gift of fire, stolen from the gods. When Zeus 
realised this he sought revenge. He made a beautiful woman, Pandora, and sent her to Prometheus’ brother 
who wasted no time in marrying her. Prometheus had in his possession a box to which  access was 
forbidden to all. That did not stop Pandora and so one day she opened the box. Out of it flew all miseries 
and everything evil that has plagued humankind ever since: sickness, insanity, vices, hard work and last of 
all hope.  !
Hope restrained people plagued by these evils by putting an end to their suffering through freely willed 
death. Hope is an evil in this story because it deceives people with illusions and thus intensifies all their 
sufferings. Without hope we can come to terms with our sufferings. Without hope we no longer experience 
our suffering as pain, and so would have no more fear; and without hope and fear we would be 
invulnerable. Give up hope then and you will be happy. That is the message behind this story. !



The second story is quite different. It is not “Once upon a time”, but, as Luke would have it, “In the 
fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberias, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea…” That is a specific time and 
place where the divine activity is located. It is not in the realms of myth and legend, but is about an actual 
historical person. The centre of Christian hope is a history; the history of the living and dying, the death 
and resurrection of Jesus. It becomes the history of passion and passionate hope, and that is where the 
differences start to grow between the stories. Passions are unseemly, unreasonable and a sign that a persons 
emotions are not under control. That was how the Greeks viewed passion, but it is an view that can still be 
found in today’s society.  !
People want to be perfectly happy. That is one of the important themes in today’s living. The way to achieve 
that it seems is to suppress suffering and stifle pain, but to do that robs their inner selves of feeling. It is not 
only the so-called negative aspects that get screened out, but the soul loses its ability to feel joy, love and 
compassion. Life without passion is poverty stricken and its readiness for suffering shallow.  !
It is the Christian view that hope opens life up, that it is fear that closes life down. Hope makes life active, 
fear makes it passive, entrapped in nothingness. Hoping is not having a number of hopes at your disposal, 
because they will soon be sorted out one way or another. Rather it calls us to a radical new way of being 
open to ourselves, to god and to the world. When we look to the history of Jesus, we see a person being 
true to the hope that was within him, a hope in the idea of the kingdom of God here on earth among us. 
Jesus was true to that even to the point of death, even to the point of being Godforsaken. The answer to the 
question on the cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” is the answer of the resurrection: 
“For a brief moment I forsook you, but with great compassion I gathered you in.” Death was swallowed up 
by what God did next and that is the beginning of true hope which has been born again. !
It is the beginning of true hope because it is the beginning of a life which has death behind it. At the very 
point where men and women lose hope, where they become powerless and can do nothing more, the 
lonely, forsaken, crucified Christ waits for them and gives them a share in his passion. Where people betray 
their hope and chase after illusions, where they violate their neighbours, there stands Christ, crying out and 
wrestling for the will of God; and he gives them a share in his suffering. In difficulties we turn to those 
people who we think know the troubles we are in because they have gone through similar things 
themselves. !
The passionately loving Christ, the lonely Christ, the Christ despairing over God’s silence, is like that 
person because he has been through it all. In our hopes about our life, in our activity, in our love of living 
we participate in his passion for the kingdom that sets people free. In him the despair and fear that 
oppresses us becomes free to hope. The self-image with which we hinder ourselves and others melts away 
and we become open and vulnerable. Our hope and Christ’s cross belong together as a single whole, 
creating a new living hope that is firm and unconquerable, and we need never be afraid of any depths 
again. !
Biblical scholar, Greg Jenks in a recent book “Jesus Then and Jesus Now,” writes: “For me, neither life nor 
religion is about gripping the answers. I know very little about Jesus, even less about God, and not much 
more about myself. Despite those serious gaps in knowledge and understanding life goes on, and I choose 
to live with the questions rather than fret over a lack of answers. That choice is itself an act of faith. It is my 
faith.” 
This is where that faith, in the sense of trusting yourself to Jesus, comes in. Such faith is not blind 
acceptance because you have been told, or because you have seen. This faith is an active reorienting of your 
life to the model of life shown us by Jesus of Nazareth, the one we call Christ, who, by his life and ministry, 
his death and resurrection showed that God is completely trustworthy, will not disappoint us, will be 
faithful to us whenever we live for love, for justice, for peace, for others. Hope leads us into life, into the 
whole of life. It encourages faith so that it doesn’t lapse into faintheartedness, and it strengthens love so that 
it does not remain hidden within itself, and those who are like it. “Hope loves what will be—In time and 
for all eternity”


