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“…they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy…” !
It’s all in the story isn’t it? Being a granddad and sitting reading a story is a fun thing to do, especially when 
it is a favourite. Try and change a word or two and you are quickly corrected. Try and shorten it and you get 
told to go back and make sure what you left out is put back in. The story has a power of its own, and creates 
a world for the child where they can let their imagination run in a controlled sort of way.  !
In the New Testament we have one story but a number of different ways of telling it. From time to time we 
need to peep into the other stories to see whether we have overlooked something important. I’m partial to 
Mark’s sparse account. It leaves questions there which ask the reader to take into account. Others prefer 
John’s account with its intensely personal account of Mary meeting Jesus. There is a resonance with her 
grief that many have found matches their own experience with death. Then again Luke’s account takes us 
into the sense of mystery, especially when the story of the walk to Emmaus is brought in. The unwrapping 
of the passages from scripture, the breaking of bread, the sudden disappearance all lead the reader to be 
aware that something mysterious has happened that points us to God. In this age of doubt, a focus on 
personal experience and the presence of the mysterious these versions of the story seem to resonate with 
our situation.  !
That’s not what we get with Matthew. Matthew gives us a robust account where all doubts are cast aside, all 
sense of mystery is down played, and indeed even deep personal experience seems to be lacking. As I have 
reread his story this last week I don’t have a picture of someone who has got it all sewn up. There is a clear 
sense of confidence, I agree. Matthew is keenly aware of the precarious existence of the Antioch church 
community. He is well aware that followers of Jesus are being persecuted by the Jewish authorities, rather 
than being viewed as people who see the way of Jesus as fulfilling the way of the Law and Prophets. He is 
not in the position of Mark’s community which is surrounded by suspicious Roman authorities only too 
ready to allow the full might of the judicial system to fall on followers of this Jesus. It is one thing to 
defend yourself to political authorities, but entirely another to defend your beliefs to other religious groups.  !
Matthew’s answer was to take Mark’s story, and flesh it out in a new way. All through the story of Jesus’ life 
and ministry, crucifixion, death and resurrection, Matthew links it into the base line of faith and scripture 
of the Jews. To tell such a story you have to be confident of what you are saying and where it links with the 
rest of the story of Israel.  So, like with your grandchildren, it is not “Once upon a time there used to be a 
train called, I think perhaps, Thomas…”, but “One day Thomas the Tank Engine…”, where there is no 
room for “perhaps”, or “maybe”. Here too, it is “get on with it.” And Matthew gets on with the story of 
Jesus the Messiah, the Son of David, the son of Abraham. Here’s Mary, she is pregnant – see, here is what 
Isaiah said about the Messiah, and it means “God is with us”.  !
Right from the start Matthew wants us to know and understand that where Jesus is, there God is at work. 
And where God is at work, there are people being made whole, the sick being cured, the humble lifted up 
and joy being made possible in the midst of whatever the world throws at us.  !!



When you are talking to others, this is the message Matthew wants you to be sharing. Why? By living in 
faith, hope and love, and obeying Jesus who puts a complete claim on our God given lives, we will receive 
the gift of eternal life, the gift of life lived in God’s time, God’s way and in God’s kingdom. For Matthew, a 
life lived any other way is a way of life that leads to destruction. !
As we live out the story that is our own life we may be challenged by Matthew’s clear statements. 
Sometimes we don’t realise the power our own story has to shape our life. I remember watching the film 
City of Joy, where the one of the characters, an American surgeon who had run away to India to find 
himself, finally admitted to himself what effect his father’s writing of a chapter of his life had meant and 
done to him. His  father’s version of the story had crippled him and shaped the future for him in ever 
narrowing ways. Yet as he interacted with the slum dwellers of Calcutta his work among them brought him 
a new sense of hope, a new rewriting of his script to go on from. !
That’s how it is for us too.Your story is making you broken or whole, well or sick. Your story is mapping 
your future right now.  So what is your story? For some, have we been playing the same old recording far 
too long? Is it time to change it? For others, are we so blind to the details that we can't see the woods for 
the trees? Maybe we need to tramp out of the bush, climb a mountain and get another view. 
Or maybe, our story simply doesn't make sense at all. Perhaps there is a missing piece.  
If Jesus were to come into your story right now, in what ways do you think it would change? Or if Jesus 
were to leave your story, how would your life change? Have we allowed for the resurrection into our story? !
See for Matthew, and for me, the whole story of Jesus and of God’s way with the world is life giving and 
life changing. No matter what doubts we might have about the details, no matter how we might view the 
church as an organisation trying to carry the story, no matter what we might think of God, there is the 
ongoing reality that when people tell the Jesus story and its impact on their lives, other people get a chance 
to see how their own life can be different. It is not about being pious or moralistic. It is about seeing life as 
God given. It is about seeing love at the heart of God. It is about seeing that justice is the best response to 
the gracious gift of life and love. It is also about a way of life that challenges most of what our modern 
society holds as dear. It is also about enlarging our sense of who is in and who is out – God’s view or ours? !
We are not simply people who love because of some airy fairy principle. We love because we have 
experienced the presence of God’s love in our lives and know that it cannot be kept in. Unlike the usual 
work ethic of rewards being given as you deserve, we experience God as a giver of gifts rather than the one 
who rewards merit, because God’s gifts exceed any possible estimate of our work. The life that gets true 
rewards is not the one that seeks and earns, rather it is one where following the way of Jesus is lived not for 
the sake of any reward. The way of Jesus is the model of living. It offers a way which, when lived truly, does 
not fill a person with guilt or gloom or self righteousness. Rather, it allows us to see the world, the people 
in it and ourselves as part of God’s good creation. We are loveable and loved by our Creator. We can live a 
lifestyle of celebration, justice, love and peace. All that is confirmed by the ongoing experience of the 
resurrection of Jesus, the indwelling of God’s Spirit, which has been witnessed to by the women at the 
tomb, the disciples in Galilee, Paul, the saints and martyrs of the early church, the fervour of the 
Reformers, and the contemporary witness of millions of Christians the world over.  !
Christ is risen! Jesus’ story and our stories mingle together in this new life in Christ and life is richer, fuller 
as a result. He is risen indeed! Alleluia!


