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Who watched any of the TV footage around the OSCAR’s recently? All sorts of people and films 
have been celebrated and there’s the BAFTA’s and GRAMMY’s and others too. The ceremonies all 
start with that parade up the red carpet where the crowds can see their movie  or acting or music 
heroes and heroines and shout and cheer.  !
Today’s story is about another parade, a parade with a different kind of hero, Jesus. Would Jesus 
match up to the red carpet of Hollywood? Perhaps not, but once there could have been a spot for 
another character in the story, the donkey.There used to be another set of awards known as the 
PATSY’s. After the excesses of some of the early movies like Ben Hur and The Charge of the Light 
Brigade, filmed in the 20’s and 30’s, where over thirty horses were killed in the making of those two 
movies alone, in 1951 the American Humane Society stepped in and created an award for the 
Performing Animal Top Star of the Year Award, or PATSY for short, and highlighted the need for 
standards to protect animals, which they now enforce and you see them credited in the credits of 
nearly every film that involves animals in some way. Sadly the award ceremonies had to stop in 
1986 because there wasn’t enough financial support. !
So why is the donkey important in this story? The gospels are always looking for ways to help us be 
better followers of Jesus, so who in this story becomes a sign pointing to some important ways of 
following Jesus? !
We might think the disciples, but they are not particularly good Palm Sunday role models for us. 
They may stand with Jesus and walk alongside him now, but in a matter of days one will betray 
him and another will deny him, and the rest run away. The argument they had about who would 
be the greatest in the kingdom with Jesus was still fresh in their minds. This whole trip made them 
nervous, what with Jesus talking about death and suffering, and their hopes of an overthrow of 
Pilate and the Romans disappearing. They’re jumping off the bandwagon. They had seen a lot, 
done a lot, listened a lot — but in the end, when Jesus put them to the test, it turned out they 
didn’t have much of a clue.  !
That could describe a lot of us. We’ve followed Jesus for years now. We’ve sat in church, we’ve put 
our offerings in the plate, we’ve taught Sunday School, we’ve done our part. Although some of us 
no doubt have made it to the cross, and some of us have endured suffering and embraced the trust 
test and passed it convincingly, many of us still aren’t sure what it’s like to follow Jesus into the 
storm, or we’ve bailed out as the storm approached.  !
The disciples are not the role model we’re looking for.  !
Nor are the crowds. They’re worse than the disciples. They’re curious, but not committed. In fact, 
their loyalties can be bought and sold. They’re shouting “Hosanna to the Son of David” today, but 
soon they will reject Jesus and call for his death. The members of the crowd know the truth about 



Jesus but they cannot bring themselves to do the truth. They are like students who get an A in a 
course on ethics… but still bomb out when it comes to life.  !
Even today Jesus can still attract a crowd. His picture is usually on the cover of Time twice a year, 
Easter and Christmas. People flock to “celebration” churches, where people they see a show —
choreographed and stage-produced. No, the crowd doesn’t offer us a model. !
Perhaps we can turn to the religious leaders. Perhaps not! They were corrupt, mean-spirited and 
jealous. When Lazarus, who we heard about last week, was raised from the dead, they conspired to 
put him right back in the tomb — where he belonged. They offered and took bribes. They 
arranged for false testimony. They created a sham trial. They sent an innocent man to his death.  
  
So who’s or what’s left?  !
 Nothing, except this patsy, this “top performer,” this donkey. This animal can teach us a lot, because 
she is the creature who carries Christ into the world.  And that’s what it’s all about. Carrying Christ 
into the world. The donkey was a Christ-bearer. Being a Christ bearer means:  !
• Serving Christ. Being a faithful servant can mean bearing a burden.  !
• Serving Christ humbly without caring who gets the glory.  !
• Following Christ’s direction; being willing to go where he wants to go, not where we want to go.  !
• Not getting spooked by the crowds, the noise, the attention.  !
• Taking Christ into hostile territory.  !
• Never asking Christ to “get off our backs.”  !
• Being willing to shed the “hero” image people wanted to pin on Jesus.  !
• Being obedient to the will of the One who holds the reins.  !
As we carry Christ into the world, we are challenged to do a particular kind of work, and to show a 
distinctively Christian lifestyle.  !
This means letting love be genuine, hating what is evil, holding fast to what is good. It involves 
rejoicing in hope, being patient in suffering, and persevering in prayer.Living this way means that 
we support our fellow Christians, we extend hospitality to strangers, and, and, bless those who 
persecute us. If we can model our lives on the one character in this drama that deserves emulation, 
we will discover the joy that comes from carrying Christ. We’ll know the glory of hearing hosannas, 
the thrill of close contact with Jesus, the excitement of accepting a challenge and the deep 
satisfaction of knowing that we are walking in the way of God.  !
There’s no better role we could be asked to perform.


