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Readings:! Ezekiel 37: 1–14!
! ! John 11: 1– 45!!
“I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live…”!!
Ezekiel has this vision of dry bones coming to life. Normally when I see bones, it’s the bones 
of sheep and cattle out on a farm in some corner. They stick up out of the ground like pieces 
of dead sticks, like this perhaps, just a piece of plastic stick, with no life in it.!
 What does this vision mean?!
The first clue to what it meant for the people of Israel is found in verse eleven.!
! “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost. We are cut off from life completely.”!
They had been taken into captivity by the Babylonians, or at least the leaders had been and 
could see no way forward for them. So they gave up hope, hope of ever seeing home again, 
hope of ever being a people again, hope of God ever doing any good for them at all. !
It is not about physical death at all, but about the loss of life by a community, the loss of their 
community spirit.!
“Our bones are dried up” means simply that there is no energy or vitality in the community, 
that they don’t care any more about anything! !!
It is a strange picture for strange times. So how do we link in to it?!
Perhaps an illustration from overseas first. After one of the hurricanes that went through the 
Caribbean, the countries of Honduras, Guatemala and Nicaragua lost most of their crops and 
herds of cattle. The need to rebuild was strong, but as they began to do that they discovered a 
terrible thing. They owed so much money to the western banks and other countries that they 
couldn't even afford to begin to rebuild. There was no food for the people, and what food 
there was being produced had to be sold overseas to pay off the debt. Many people in those 
countries felt there was no hope for them, that there was no point in going on living. Our 
CWS partner organisations really struggled to get aid efforts off the ground.!!
That is still not like life here, though. So we have to ask ourselves, where are people living in 
our country, in our community, without hope. I want you to think a moment about that.!
Now turn to your neighbour and in twos or threes share what you think.!
Now let’s gather some of these insights.!
These form our context for God’s word to Ezekiel to address us.!!
In the middle of a valley I found a whole lot of bones, very dry.!
God said, “Can these bones live?”!!
Our questions revolve around what does it mean to live – really live, in our place and time. To 
help you think about that, remember the saying “that one does not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord”. I have a book on my shelves which I 
keep coming back to called “Not by Bread Alone”. In it, the author Dorothee Sölle talks about 
western society where people have become used to living out of contact with other people, so 
used to seeing tragedy on their TV’s that they can no longer respond, and so hooked into 
materialism that things, money and property become more important than people. This state 
she calls a living death.!!



Now, the people we thought about earlier, let’s ask ourselves: Can these people live? What 
would it mean for them to live?!
More than this, however, the vision is about the life of a community; about creating the 
conditions where the life of the members of that community is valued and enriched; about 
providing the context for meaning and purpose. This is a vision of life which comes up against 
the impossible odds of a community who have lost faith in life itself, who simply want to die 
and fade away.!!
Let’s look at how God says this is going to work. First of all “I will cause breath to enter you.” 
Then come the sinews, flesh and skin, then comes the breath or the spirit. So Ezekiel’s vision 
sees the bones come together. Life brings them back together so that there is a frame for what 
follows. The old song got it half right – “Dem bones, dem bones gonna walk around…” There 
is more than animated skeletons promised here. The bare bones approach is all right to begin 
with, but it does not provide people with those things that they need for life in all its fullness.!!
Similarly, when the bones are covered with sinews and flesh and skin, Ezekiel finds that the 
bodies alone do not have life. It is like seeing all the trappings of the good life in a house, but 
finding that the house is not a home, that the people are simply existing together, unable to 
share life-giving love. Perhaps it is even like our society. We often look at the different parts of 
our community and treat them as not being connected with us, not our responsibility. The 
biblical way of looking at it is that the whole community is responsible for the good 
relationships of all the people. When there is a breach of law, or a crime committed, it 
represents a tear in the fabric of the whole network that is the community. If one part of our 
community is life-denying, then by doing nothing, by denying responsibility for it, or by 
denying it is part of us, we actually accept that the whole is also.!!
So, what do we hear God saying to us. Firstly, I think that it can give us hope, hope that the 
recognition of God comes with the realisation of new life. New life doesn’t come from itself 
but from a source, a source represented by the winds coming from the four corners of the 
earth. It might help to know that the Hebrew word used here is the same word for each of our 
words of wind, breath and  spirit.  Secondly, the command God gives Ezekiel brings a moment 
of unexpected possibilities. The breath or spirit is there in the world waiting to be summoned. 
How does this sound in todays setting? There exists within our community the possibility of 
the spirit filling our young people with such energy and love of life that they no longer want to 
do drugs or turn to violence or commit suicide.!!
Thirdly, Ezekiel responded because he could imagine, however strange that imagining was, he 
could imagine what God was about to do, so therefore he was prepared to take responsibility 
and act on the strange command. He is not put off by the despair but is prepared to find a new 
way through it. Can we imagine a new vital community that is life affirming? Are we prepared 
to take responsibility for speaking that vision to those around us? They are hard questions I 
know, and they are ones that strike to the very root of our being as a community. Do we really 
believe in the power of life that God gives? We look to Jesus as our model in faith and find in 
today’s conversation that he is described as the Resurrection and the Life. It is the same 
affirmation in a different form.!!
The words and images are strange, so let’s go back to our original image, this plastic stick. It is 
lifeless until the wind blows, it produces no music until the breath breathes, it doesn’t feed the 
soul until the spirit of the music is heard. Listen, and when you are ready join in the first verse 
of the next song which celebrates the life of Jesus and the dance of life that God’s Spirit 
produces in you and in me.


