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Introduction 
Today we reflect on this story John has about the healing of a blind man. It is a series of conversations which 
will be presented to us by members of the congregation. John always writes his stories about Jesus as if he is 
using a multi-coloured pen. It is like the 3-D pictures where you have to wear special glasses to see the 
whole effect. For example, the man born blind as well as being himself can also represent every person until 
they have met Jesus. After each conversation I will reflect on what is said so we can get some idea about the 
bigger picture. !
So we begin with: 
1. John 9 :1 –12 
The question on the disciples lips, like for many people even today, was ‘Who sinned?’ They felt that there 
had to be a reason for the man to be like that. For them, sin or wrong doing meant that God  had to punish 
you and so you got sick, had things go wrong, or something would happen to you. So, if you think that way, 
how about this man, blind from birth — someone must have sinned, or done wrong in God’s sight. There are 
people who think like this today – every wrong you do gets a punishment back. !
Jesus answers. There is no necessary connection between the two. 
Yes there are times we can think of when our acts lead to consequences, but this case, like other defects from 
birth, or even of things that happen accidentally in our daily lives are not necessarily connected with sinful or 
wrong deeds. !
This is puzzling and can’t be explained like that, Jesus is saying, so beware of trying to explain it, or give it a 
particular cause; and especially be careful about drawing conclusions about God from it. Here is a fact. A 
man is blind from birth — so don’t jump to conclusions about him, his parents or about God. !
Then Jesus seems to be saying that the man was blind so Jesus could come along and heal him. That’s a very 
strange picture of God. I mean, what would have happened if Jesus had decided to go somewhere else that 
day, or stopped to talk with someone, he might have missed the man altogether. 
Instead, Jesus is saying, whatever has brought the situation about, here is an opportunity for exercising God’s 
healing power. It is an invitation to us, as disciples of Jesus, to respond whenever we come across the troubles 
and sufferings of life. Rather than inquiring into the origin of the troubles, we should just get stuck in and 
do our best to alleviate the troubles and assist the sufferers. 
Jesus is the light leading the way into the world and we are light bearers, bearing the light of Christ. !
2. John 9: 13 – 23 
Some one has upset the applecart. A man was healed on the sabbath. That is a big problem. Sabbath law said 
works of healing were forbidden, and as for kneading, making mud from spit and dirt, that was plain wrong. 
Everyone knew that a true man of God wouldn’t break the sabbath. 
But then sinners can’t heal either. A man good enough to perform such a miracle just wouldn’t have done it 
on the sabbath and that is all there is to it. So there has to be a different explanation. It doesn’t matter that 
the evidence is standing in person before the Pharisees. As the old saying goes, ‘There’s none so blind as 
cannot see!” !
If we live by the rules and only by the rules, like these Pharisees, then we too will get trapped by this sort of 
happening. To ask “Should this good thing have happened?” is to miss the point. It is saying we know best 
how the world works. !
But then who is responsible? The Pharisees must have an answer that fits their way of thinking so they try 
the man’s parents. All they can do is confirm the fact that the man was their son and was born blind. They 
are threatened by the leaders so end up saying, “Well, he is a grown man, ask him.” 
When people are put under threats, one way of dealing with it is to try and deflect that threat. Something 
which should have been seen a wonderful has happened, but because of the pressure on these parents they 



feel they aren’t able to acknowledge it. That is sad. They are scared that something might happen to them so 
they draw away from their son and let him stand by himself. 
This may not happen often in our lives, it may not be about our children, it could be about our friends. They 
stand for something that is good and right, and because of criticism we find ourselves withdrawing from the 
scene. We know it is not right, but we let others carry the load. Neither the man, nor Jesus condemn the 
parents. Perhaps because the man was growing in his understanding of what had happened, and because 
Jesus knew only too well how much pressure the Pharisees were putting on these people that nothing was 
said.  
Perhaps you have been in a similar situation to the man, and know that once you gain that understanding, it 
doesn’t matter whether anyone else is with you. Jesus is there, God is there and you are the recipient of God’s 
healing power which strengthens you against criticism. !
3. John 9: 24 –34 
“Give God the praise; we know this man is a sinner” 
They don’t want the man to praise God at all, they want him to admit the truth, but they say it in the guise 
of being pious. They still can’t forget that the sabbath has been broken and therefore someone is in trouble – 
hopefully Jesus. 
The man doesn’t forget what had happened and so he speaks the truth as he knows it. I don’t know whether 
he is a sinner or not. All I know is: once I was blind, now I can see. It is the testimony of personal; 
experience, and he refused to deny that experience. Jesus had given him new vision, had been an eye-opener 
to him. 
What surprised him was the fact that the Pharisees, the religious leaders, did not know did not know where 
Jesus had come from, or how Jesus had the power to heal. Perhaps that was the turning point for the man. 
He says, Never since the world began has this been heard of.” The man had turned from being confused 
about Jesus to being confused about the authorities. Isn’t that the case when those appointed to work for the 
public good, those who are supposed to stand up for what is right or just, turn around and do the opposite. 
Their conclusion is that not only Jesus, but the man himself were sinners, and they are left with their 
blindness revealed to all who were listening. !
4. John 9: 35 –41 
If someone who had always been blind were suddenly to receive their sight, they would see, for the very first 
time, the colours of the earth and sky, the shapes of clouds and landscapes, the expressions on people’s faces, 
their gestures as they speak, and many other things besides. A new world would be opened to them, a world 
that had always been there, even though they weren’t able to see it. That, says John, is how it is with 
encountering Jesus. The experience is an eye-opener, a shock, a surprise, a vision and a joy. Life takes on new 
meaning, there are  colours where there had only been blackness, there are shapes where there had only been 
blackness. !
When we encounter Christ we see ourselves in a new light also. We discover what we’re really like, like as if 
the blind man had picked up a mirror and seen his own face for the first time. We see other people in a 
different light, and find that there are new possibilities in them when we see them using the insight and 
compassion of Jesus. He sees every person as beloved by God and that you should act accordingly. How does 
that insight affect the way you look at those you are sitting with, who you live with, who you meet. We also 
get to see God in a new light: not a God of rigid rules and repressive morality, but a God of grace and mercy 
who constantly seeks to restore our sight, to reveal our lostness to us that we may return to being our true 
selves. 
Meanwhile, the Pharisees are pursuing their point of truth to the bitter end. Are they blind? Their question 
lets us know that at least doubt is placed in their mind, but they persist in saying they know, they see. !
For us, with all those different people in the conversation about the way God is, where do we stand? Can we 
bear our testimony to the eye-opening power of Christ? Are we still worried like the disciples of how this 
was caused, or like the Pharisees too concerned with whether the right procedures were followed? Perhaps 
we are still frightened like the man’s parents.  
Perhaps a different question is whether or not Jesus has made a profound difference to our lives. Can we 
begin to see with eyes of faith, or are we also blind?  
To receive Jesus is to receive the light of the world. Aren’t we the blessed ones?


