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Uncompromising Biblical Truth! Return to Biblical Order! 
…stand firm on the truth of Gods word……Impose the realities of the gospel… !
That’s what we want isn’t it, a return to clear standards, clear statements of truth, no questioning? It appeals 
to a deep-seated need for security and certainty. With it however, is a sense that we’re not allowed to 
question God, because God is God and the Bible is the Bible and that’s that. !
It’s a line that is pushed strongly by some people in our wider church community who speak of God as 
supreme and all knowing and argue that we should simply accept whatever God says and does without 
question. It goes with an attitude that puts to one side the deep heartfelt questions that arise in the midst of 
the everyday crises that we experience: the death of a loved one, the loss of a job, the ending of a 
relationship – all things that shake the foundations of our world. In crying out “Why?” the person is told to 
simply accept it because God knows best and they shouldn’t question God. !
Now, those of you who know me will realise that I am not a supporter of this view that you can’t question 
God. My regular reading is often the work of people trying to make sense of their experiences of God, the 
world and people. As they find the answers they have been given are no longer satisfactory they explore and 
I explore with them. Our understanding of God grows as we face these questions and look at things from 
new angles in the light of these questions. !
Sometimes those questions are framed in terms of intellectual terms, like trying to make sense of why a 
good God lets bad things happen to good people, or innocent children. Other times the questions are 
expressions of the pain and confusion that arise in our lives, where a reasoned answer is hardly what is 
needed, especially not one which tells the person what God definitively thinks about their situation. !
When our understanding of God and God’s ways with the world have been shattered, to not ask the 
questions, to not bring them to the front is to be dishonest, because it means withholding part of ourselves 
from ourselves as well as God. The idea of offering ourselves to God is not about showing some sanitised 
version of our lives, but being able to see ourselves as God really sees us. God is bigger than our questions, 
and God’s self esteem isn’t going to shrivel if I think God has let me down. !
If I deny the questions, if I push them away and refuse to acknowledge them, they don’t actually go away. 
Instead they submerge and corrode my confidence in God and life because there is this uncertainty 
underneath the surface that I may even feel guilty about having. Some of these questions all too often, as 
psychotherapists and counsellors and ministers know from those who come to them, take on a life of their 
own, poisoning the persons view of life, themselves, God. We may not get answers, not definitive, 
irrefutable, conclusive ones, but by facing them we may find creative ways of living with the questions. !
When Jesus was dying on the cross Mark and Matthew have him calling out, “My God, why have you 
abandoned me?” He was dead before he got any sort of answer, and readers of the gospels have been finding 
answers ever since, none of which ever exhaust the question. Many people, though, as they struggle with 
that question see glimpses of answers and experience the goodness of God that not only accepts the 
question but also continues to see us through the pain and anguish that gave rise to it. !
This story we read today is part of a sequence of questions to Jesus from various groups, and highlight a 
different sort of way of questioning. These are questions that put the responder in a fix, questions of the 
type, “Have you stopped burning the family meals yet? Or, Have you stopped beating your wife?” !



Here we have the Sadducees, the aristocrats and power brokers of the Jewish world. They have an agenda. 
Whatever power they have they want to maintain, and one of the ways they do that is by rejecting new 
ideas that undermine their power. Take the resurrection of the dead. If that were to be accepted, then the 
possibility exists that God might raise the wrong sort of people from the dead. If there is hope in the 
afterlife, then there is the possibility that the power of the Sadducees can be challenged now.  !
In fact, they were the inflexible literalists of the time. They accepted the written manuscripts of the Law and 
the Prophets, but not the oral tradition of the Pharisees. They alone kept to the strict truth. Such dogmatic 
confidence considered itself to be master of the divine mysteries, and could not reckon with the idea that 
God’s power could create something new. Such an attitude of certainty led them to try tying up the loose 
ends with inconsequential questions.  !
Jesus answers their question on their ground, quoting Moses at them, and then counters with one of his 
own to which they have no answer. His question is in essence “What do you say about the messiah?” when 
they don’t answer, he comes out with a strong public denunciation, pointing out their unjust practices, 
telling everyone they were publicly pretentious as they paraded their status and piety while secretly 
oppressing the widows and orphans. !
What they do, they can justify by their interpretation of the truth of the Law of Moses. That attitude is 
what Jesus challenges head on. These men were not interested in Jesus views on taxation or the resurrection. 
They were trying to discredit him so that they could avoid the implications of his teaching. How often have 
you used a carefully chosen question to deflect attention away from the real issue?  !
When Jesus comes back with his question about the Messiah, it is really another version of one he gave the 
disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” That’s a loaded question because whichever answer you give, it is 
drawing you to declare your hand, to imply a commitment one way or the other. In effect Jesus is saying, 
“Will you follow me?”  
These men are asking more questions to avoid answering that one question from him.  
“Will you follow me?” “Jesus, do you think it’s right to pay taxes or not?”  “Can you explain the 
resurrection for us?” “Do you believe in miracles?”  “What do you say about the authority of the bible?”  
“What do you think about sex outside of marriage?” !
Faith in Jesus is not about using God to legitimate our own wishes or explaining the gaps in our intellectual 
problems. Faith is about responding to the good news that Jesus brings, the good news of the hugeness of 
God’s grace, the extravagance of God’s love. Putting up a smokescreen of questions around that is not only 
an attempt to avoid the issue of whether we really see God in this man Jesus, it is also a way of trying to 
control others who are drawn to the love and grace that streams out. !
You can stand on the outside and try to undermine Jesus’ credibility. It is easy to say that the church does 
this, or Christians do that and therefore we can ignore the message of Jesus, but they are diversions. 
Somewhere, somehow we have to make choices about the values we really want to live out in our lives. If 
not Jesus and the gospel of grace, then what?  !
Instead, from a committed perspective, we come back to our questions. When we have responded to Jesus’ 
question with a life-affirming “Yes” then we can ask anything we like because it is part of the road to growth 
and fullness of life. It is not about being given fixed and final answers or interpretations. It is about an 
ongoing journey where life is unfolding before us in ever new richness, a journey where we are accompanied 
by God and our community of faith, a community of people who seek to live out the way of Jesus with just 
as many questions as we might have. All we know is that when we honestly wrestle with the issues of life, 
and do that faithfully, then we will have the company of God and the indwelling Spirit as we go, and we 
can look and trust Jesus the Pioneer, the trail blazer of our faith. !
The Word of Jesus is among us. Hear that Word


