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Readings: Proverbs 8:22–31
  Colossians 1: 15–20

“…in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 

In the beginning, right at the start, before there was anything, before time began even… God.

I don’t want to say “ere was God” as if God is something like me saying “ere is a table” or even 
“ere is N or M,” because that implies God is some sort of object or being that can be named or 
understood. God isn’t that sort of name. God is the name we give to the great mystery that is 
present in our understanding of the universe, of creation itself. And there is where I want to start.

In the beginning there was nothing, then there was something. e scientists have the mathematics 
to picture what happened, but they don’t know why it happened. It was as if everything was nicely 
balanced and next minute there was a particle, which didn’t disappear but instead set up a cascade, a 
fountain, a rockfall, an avalanche of particles which just kept growing and growing at an incredible 
rate… and the universe was underway. e particles came together and formed atoms and elements 
and molecules. ey came together and began to form the stars which fired up their furnaces and 
produced the heavier elements that construct the galaxies, the planets and all that is in the heavens. 

All that was millions and billions of years ago. en it apparently went all quiet for a long while. 
Perhaps the universe was resting for its next big thing, and… the next big thing was Life. We don’t 
know anything about other planets but we know about this one and we know that about nearly 4 
billion years ago something happened. All the elements and molecules around came together and 
formed the first living cells. We know it happened because we’re here, but we don’t know how or 
why it happened.

In the beginning, God… at is the answer we give as Christians. It is not an easy answer because 
people want to know “Where is this God?” “How did he do it?” “Why did God do it?” and we can’t 
give an answer, not one that makes ordinary sense. But people have been thinking about this all 
through the centuries.  

e reading from Proverbs talks of God being like a master builder with Wisdom, a child, dancing 
and playing beside him. Into the universe then, God wove the divine purposes for creation. While 
the reading talks about the mountains, the rivers, the heavens and the seas, they are only the physical 
expressions of the creative process. We are more interested in the “Why” of creation.

at’s where the Jesus story comes in for me. In Jesus we see what God’s purposes are really about. 
We read about Jesus healing people, of bringing together all sorts of people into a new sort of 
community which he called the kingdom of God, of serving people and sitting down and having 
great feasts. When we read John’s gospel we find ourselves face to face with some important things 
about God’s love and how God loved the world and how that love was made clear in the life of 
Jesus.

When other Christians thought about this they saw something special about Jesus and spoke about 
it in the way Paul wrote it down in his letter to the church at Colossae.

“He is the image of the invisible God, the first born of all creation…”
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Another translation puts it this way: “We look at this Son and see the God who cannot be seen. We 
look at this Son and see God’s original purpose in everything created.”

ey saw that God’s purpose is present in everything that is created. When I talk about this I like to 
use the picture of a piece of weaving. ere is the warp and weft, the structure that holds it all 
together and as Christians when we look at creation we see one of the elements that God wove into 
creation was love, real deep, soul deep Love. at love was present in Jesus as he went about 
Palestine, as he faced up to the Sanhedrin and Pontius Pilate, as he was crucified on the cross at 
Golgotha. It is that Love which burst forth out of the tomb in the resurrection, and it is that Love 
which continues with us as the power of the Holy Spirit that abides with us.

In the beginning God wove love into creation. 

But there’s more… As our universe formed all those billions of years ago, so did all the elements that 
exist, that is every atom which we are made up from come out of the very stuff of creation. It means 
that each one of us is a one and only, never to be repeated person created out of star dust, and in that 
star dust that makes us up is God’s love that holds it all together. Love is woven into our very being. 
So when someone sees that love in us they are also seeing God’s love as well.

We respond to that love in many ways. e picture given to us in Paul’s letter points us to a new way 
of being in community. Being part of God’s people, means being a people who are committed to 
making that love a reality. Right from our incorporation into the body of Christ through baptism 
we are to understand that God’s sign is on us and God’s love is in us. Knowing that you and I, our 
neighbours and fellow citizens, indeed everyone that has lived, is living and will live, are made out of 
that ancient stardust, means that we are all equal through our creation, all bound together by our 
basic constituents, which include the divine love. To see each other through that lens changes the 
way we must see the world. We are not strangers to each other, we are not separate from this earth.

One of the ways that love is lived out is through the work of reconciliation. As disciples and 
followers of Jesus we believe that “through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 
things…” Jesus is the one who helps us become reconciled, at one with, at peace with one another. 
is is one of the most important sorts of work that we as Christians can do in our lives. It may be 
in small ways with those around us or we may look for ways to bring communities together, or even 
nations, working at a national or global scale. All of it is important, and is our special calling as 
followers of Jesus.

So there you are. All of us, like Jesus too, are wonderfully made out of ancient star dust, woven 
together with love, and surrounded by family and community in which hopefully we have 
experienced that love.  All of us are encouraged to take the next steps in our journeys of faith and we 
are all here to support each other. We do this in the power of the Holy Spirit who fills our lives with 
the power of Love so that all the broken and dislocated pieces of the universe—people and things, 
animals and atoms—get properly fixed and fit together in wonderful harmonies.

e Word of the Cosmic Christ is among us

Hear that Word
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