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Readings: Acts 9:1-6, 27-32
  John 21:1-19.

“…none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord.”

!e party’s over, let’s get back to work. !at’s what it seems like, feels like as we read this last story 
in John’s gospel. Two weeks ago the reading "nished with this important announcement about 
“coming to believe that Jesus is Messiah, Son of God, and that through trusting we might have life 
in his name.” It is kind of the high point. All that has been said and done is complete, now it is time 
to get on with it. !ere’s been a death, no even worse than that, an execution – one that should have 
pointed to Jesus and all he stood for being set aside, persecuted by the authorities and abandoned by 
God – so that the disciples are left with that indelibly etched along with all their actions to preserve 
themselves. From John’s account of the appearances to Mary, the disciples and !omas, there is still 
a sense of bewilderment and disorientation for them all running through, and it seems he is asking 
the question of how to start afresh which comes through the story to me.

How many of us have had the experience of being part of a group, perhaps of friends, or at work or 
the sports club, where something has happened to one of our number and we’ve supported them 
through the crisis, but now it is time for us to get on with life, there’s that feeling creeps in of aban-
doning our friend. !ere’s some element of that here, and so we go back to what we know we can 
do.

Like the disciples perhaps – they know they can "sh so back to the nets and boats. Is it unfamiliarity 
with what used to be, or is it something else at work, for they are unable to catch anything. !ey 
toiled all night and caught not a thing.

Yet there is more going on. For this is no simple back to work after the wake situation. !ey had left 
Jesus to face the Jewish and Roman authorities all alone. It’s not unlike some recent “whistle-
blower” cases. Everyone is glad the person has exposed the wrong, but no one is prepared to stand 
up with them, just in case the "nger gets pointed at them too. An interview with the nurse who ex-
posed the Lake Alice Hospital situation found afterwards that their career was effectively "nished, 
that the community in which he lived was no longer friendly towards him. !e whistle-blower be-
comes the scapegoat for the organisation, the community, society. When such a person comes into 
the room, into the local bar, no one meets their eye – people are torn in their loyalties and in the end 
their shame gets in the road and they leave their once friend all by themselves.

Jesus came preaching the Good News and people responded, warmly, joyously excitedly. So what 
went wrong? !e content of the gospel is summed up in these words God is Lord, not Caesar. In 
our times what might that mean? Perhaps it is God wins, not the government, not the system. 
Where there is a Caesar there are hierarchies, power wielders, rules, collusion and compromise, so 
that Caesar and the Empire controls all. It means there are those inside and those outside – de"ned 
by political and religious requirements for keeping a population under control. How does God win? 
God wins through healing, through love, through upholding the widow and the orphan, the outcast 
and the alien – no one is excluded from the pro$igacy of God’s love. !at was what Jesus kept dem-
onstrating in his healing and teaching. It is what led him to direct con$ict with the authorities and 
to expose their inability to care for those weakest and to include them in a human society.

!e cruci"xion is the point where their inhumanity and self-interest is exposed. !e whistle-blower 
is executed and in doing so that should make him the scapegoat, the sacri"cial victim. Yet it is now 



past that time, past the "rst resurrection experiences, and here he is once again – back in Galilee 
where it all began.

!e disciples at "rst didn’t recognise him, but then when they did, they could not bring themselves 
to meet his eye, to greet him. !e scapegoats presence brings the shame back. What happens next? 
What should happen? If it were you confronting those who let you down, deserted you in your time 
of need, who even disowned you publicly.

Jesus took "sh and cooked it and gave it to them. Perhaps we are not as strong on this in our culture 
but I think we are in different ways. Sharing food is a sign of relationship. When there has been an 
argument a sharing of food is a sign that the disagreement has been sorted and the relationship is 
back on a friendly footing again. Here the host is the wronged one and without waiting for apolo-
gies to be made, sorries said, the "sh is taken, cooked and given. !e host, the risen Lord, crosses all 
the protocols of polite Jewish society and restores the relationships completely and utterly. We may 
be like the disciples and want to hide away but the offer of a restored relationship is too great a 
chance to miss. 

It comes at a cost though. We have to forsake our pride and shame, we have to be open to the word 
and act of forgiveness given before we ask it. Nor are we left there. Like the disciples by accepting 
the food we become bound to his cause, his way. We become followers and imitators of the Pioneer 
of our faith – this Jesus who was cruci"ed, whom God has raised up. !e hospitality of Christ is 
there for us too.

!en there is the consequence. Peter having accepted the meal now is engaged by Jesus. Many ser-
mons and some of those I have preached over the years included, focus on the call to the pastoral 
task that is given to Peter. Feed my sheep says Jesus – and we look at the sheep and spiritualise the 
feeding. I’m beginning to think that we’ve missed the obvious reading. !ere is a meal and Jesus 
feeds his lost sheep, his disciples. !rough simple meal-sharing hospitality, that which was broken 
was restored. Why does Jesus want Peter to feed the sheep? Isn’t it simply that they too will be 
caught up in the pro$igate loving grace of God that Peter is experiencing in that moment with Je-
sus?

And as for us, don’t we also want to be assured that we are included, and if us then they too? Jesus 
comes among them not once but three times in his resurrection appearances. !e "rst he brings 
peace, the second he brings forgiveness and the the third he feeds and commissions. It goes counter 
to how victims are supposed to act – revenge or acquiescence. It goes counter to how the scapegoat 
is supposed to act – taking the wrongs and being cast out.

!e resurrection exposes the folly of the world and judges it. God knows who is in and who is out, 
despite what the world might think. Power, position, prestige all fall away – all are children of God, 
beloved by God. In the current climate here in NEw Zealand I believe it directly relates to what we 
are being challenged with over the Marriage Equality Bill, and our attitudes to those different and 
perhaps not so different from ourselves, despite what some might claim to be divinely ordered. Love 
will win in the end, and the way to show it is with open, freely offered hospitality, meal-sharing, 
exclusion-breaking hospitality. !e new society of God’s realm is here in our midst.

“Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.”

!e Word of Jesus is among us.


