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Readings: Acts 5: 27–32
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God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Saviour that he might give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins.

How does it work? How did we get from there to here? We started with a political execution and end 
up with a way of getting our personal sins forgiven. !ere are many aspects to that path, more than the 
time I have here, but it seems to me we’ve got some thinking to do. Today is Low Sunday, but in some 
traditions it is known as Quasimodogeniti, from the Latin phrase which starts I Peter 2:2 “Like the 
manner of new-born infants”, so like new-borns searching for a mother’s milk, we too must search for 
the knowledge which we need to grow to salvation. !at’s what Easter is ultimately about – salvation.

I’ve come across three phrases this week that I keep turning over. !ere’s, “Christ is Risen – So What?”, 
then there’s “Jesus refused to be a Victim” and lastly, “!ere’s No Forgiveness without Scars.” Each of 
these could have a couple of sermons on it alone, but I want to use them all to look at the questions I 
started with.

You see, the traditional view is that God was angry with us humans, and needed to punish us. But be-
cause God also loved us, God sent Jesus, his Son, to take the punishment for us and so everything that 
happened was prearranged. !at view makes Jesus into the supreme sacri"cial victim, and sees God as a 
being that requires the rule of law to be upheld no matter what. I’ve never made sense of that way of 
thinking because it leaves me with even more questions about the character of God, and whether God 
really is revealed in the life and ministry of Jesus.

Some people tell me the So What that is important is that because Jesus rose our sins are forgiven and 
we are right with God - the bargain has been made and the price paid. It all happened without my no-
ticing a thing, without me having to do anything… So What?

I want to go back to the story and start from there. Jesus came preaching and teaching the Good News, 
healing the sick and casting out evil spirits. His preaching and teaching about God’s Kingdom ran up 
against the religious and political establishment's ideas on how to run a good society. It excited the 
crowds, it stirred up rebellion, it overturned the established order because of his passion for God’s jus-
tice which wasn’t being upheld in any way in Palestine. As a result the Jewish and Roman authorities 
collaborated to remove the source of the trouble, and did it in the most powerful and public way possi-
ble at the time, by cruci"xion. His death was a consequence of what he was doing, not his purpose.

So, what happened with the resurrection? My reading of it is that while the authorities and powers re-
jected Jesus and killed him, God raised him up, God vindicated Jesus. It exposes the bankruptcy of the 
sacri"cial system and how it treats the innocent. Jesus’ passion is also God’s passion. So what? !e good 
news that we celebrate at Easter is that Jesus' radical message of freedom and transformation didn't end 
there. !e tomb couldn't hold Jesus. We say Jesus Christ is alive in a new way, and continues to set peo-
ple free from all that would destroy them. Jesus Christ continues to be active in the world, undermining 
the strongholds of exploitation, degradation and injustice.

But aren’t we talking about Jesus as a victim? When we explore the way society makes victims we can 
see some clear patterns. In nearly all the stories about victims in our myths and legends there are com-
mon elements. !e persecutors nearly always "nd a valid cause for their persecution. For example, 
Oedipus deserved his fate. According to the myth, he truly killed his father and married his mother, and 
so was truly responsible for the plague that ravaged !ebes. To cast him out was not merely a permissi-
ble action, but a religious duty. !e Gods had to be placated.



So the claim is made that in the sacri"ce of the victim, the community is reconciled. !at is certainly 
uppermost in the chief priests claim that for the sake of the nation it is better one man should die. We 
see too that in Luke’s account, Pilate and Herod became friends – an unholy alliance – that on the sur-
face was for the good of the established order.

Jesus’ trial and death reveal the way the authorities work, and in John’s gospel we get their reasons 
stripped away. “!ey hated me without cause.”(15:25). More than that, Jesus does not simply crumble 
before Herod,Pilate or the priests but exposes their excuses. !e true victim of society ends up going 
without any complaint because they allow society to hide its true abuse of power. It is there in such ex-
pressions like “Well, they know what’s best” and “!ey know what they’re doing”  or “Perhaps I did de-
serve what I’m getting”  or “I’m going to be so ashamed if this comes out in public.” If society can’t have 
a victim then it will have to begin to deal with the issue of victimisation. 

Who are these victims? Society perennially turns on those with disabilities or abnormalities. At a very 
super"cial level it happens when an able-bodied person parks in a disability car park saying “I was only 
going to be a minute.” It is happening now during the hearings and debates on the Marriage Equality 
Bill. It happens in situations of domestic violence – “She burned the dinner, mate!” Victims of abuse 
and the mentally ill abound. By rounding on the victim and blaming them we hide the abuse of power 
that society depends upon to maintain the present relationships.

“Don’t get mad, get even!” or it’s variation “Big girls don’t cry, they get even!” are two ways we help vic-
tims buy into the cycle, swapping roles from victim to persecutor. Anger and shame take over and we 
turn on the persecutors. What Jesus did was to refuse that role also. In doing so he exposed the authori-
ties for the sham they were and they cruci"ed him. Yet God raised this Jesus up. and this is the God we 
worship, one who lifts up not one who punishes, persecutes or bullies. One who gives to Jesus the power 
of forgiveness after everything.

!ere are the disciples, cowering, scared of being victims themselves, in the locked room and Jesus 
comes among them “Peace be with you.” It reminds them of the time in another room days before when 
Jesus said to them, “ Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” And by what right does he 
say this, and by what right does he offer forgiveness? He shows them his hands and his side.

Forgiveness can only come from the scarred one. !ere is no forgive and forget talk here; there doesn’t 
need to be. !e disciples know how they abandoned Jesus, how they too succumbed to the pressure of 
the crowd clamouring for a victim. !e scars are the witness to the wrong done, the wrong done to the 
one “without cause” save the need to preserve the power he was exposing. And here, Jesus is still willing 
to speak peace, peace that is the well-being of the individual and the community, the wholeness and the 
integrity and the healing of both facets of our being.

!at became the power of the resurrection. !at was the power that set the disciples on their path. So 
Jesus was raised, so what? Well, in that act we too are no longer trapped by the powers that eat away, 
that entrap, that bind, that make desolate. !e scarred one forgave his disciples and gave them the 
command to take that into the world to ensure that the victim needs be victim no longer. And, just as 
he said to those gob-smacked disciples in that locked room that evening, so too he says to us, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit, all of you. As God sent me into the world, so, in the same way, I am sending you with 
the message of forgiveness. Go, empowered by the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of anyone, they 
are forgiven them. If you withhold forgiveness because they reject my message and refuse the offer of 
forgiveness and new life, then they remain unforgiven. Touch my wounds; know my forgiveness; and go, 
as my broken body, into the world, forgiven and forgiving.”

Here is the power of the resurrection for you, for me, for us, for all of us. Christ is risen! Alleluia!


