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Mary Magdalene went and said to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord.”

ere is a famous radio passage that I hear from time to time as people re"ect on Britain’s political life 
over the last forty years, and making comparisons with David Cameron and his coalition government. 
I’m no longer sure what the debate in question was but the famous reply of Margaret atcher which 
still catches everyone’s attention was “is lady’s not for turning!”

For some that was a de#ning moment in British politics as it meant that whatever happened, nothing 
would de"ect the Prime Minister from her chosen path, so certain was she of that direction. e impor-
tant thing to note about it is the image of turning or not in this case. She wasn’t being asked to turn 
around physically, rather it was the metaphor, the image that was being referred to.

What has that got to do with this reading from John? Well, John knows about these images also. He 
uses words carefully so that for example each time we read the word “see” in this story we move from 
seeing in the physical sense – Mary saw the stone was rolled away – through to the end where she says 
“I have seen the Lord”, but here the word has more of the sense of “I have seen the light” “I see!”

So what is going on for Mary, and through her experience, what is there for us?

Mary comes to the tomb wrapped in grief and despair. e way John has told and interpreted the life 
and ministry of Jesus laid out the clues for this day, if anyone had been looking. Mary, one of those 
closest to Jesus seems not to have been aware. at is why John says she saw the stone was rolled away. 
She saw without understanding. 

One of the hardest things I #nd families and friends have to come to terms with when someone close to 
them dies is the true seeing of the person. Yes, they know they have died, but in those early days of grief 
there are often questions of Why? Why this person? Why now? Quickly followed by the reaction that 
death has destroyed any meaning that that person’s life might have had, and destroyed the relationships 
they had as well. is isn’t a modern phenomena but has been part of human experience for thousands 
of years. e deep experience of grief blinds them to what can now be seen as a whole. Friends and rela-
tives frequently miss the vital signs. ey very often stay #xed on reliving the small things and cannot 
look to the big picture that that person has painted with their life.

We can also take this image of Mary wrapped in despair, and use it to ask ourselves, what else are we 
wrapped in. We may not be coping with someone's death, but by the same token be so wrapped in 
other concerns and worries that we too miss the vital signs of Gospel, Good News, around us. Instead 
we see only the gloom and doom of life around us with its problems and concerns. is in the midst of 
the world God has created us into, a world that must have some signs of the vitality of its loving Crea-
tor somewhere. 

Perhaps you are caught up in what they are now calling ‘time compression’, in that in order to do every-
thing you want to, you allot smaller and smaller pieces of time to tasks and experiences so that you can 
get and do everything, no matter how "eetingly or poorly. Perhaps you are caught by the pressures of 
money, with every waking moment given to making sure nothing is wasted. Perhaps it is the need for 
building lasting meaningful relationships in an increasingly transient and mobile society. All of these 



can be things, with their attendant anxiety and despair, which blind us from seeing what is in front of 
us.

Mary is confronted next by two angels. Curious in this day and age with all its fascination about angels. 
ese aren’t like the TV versions however. ese are still in the Biblical model as signs of God’s pres-
ence, as messengers of God. eir question is directed to her deep grief. Why are you weeping? Her an-
swer shows how her grief has blinded her – she is most deeply concerned about a dead body, so con-
cerned she cannot understand what she sees before her – signs that God is working in a new way.

en she turns and sees Jesus – she sees but does not see. e conversation begins and then Jesus calls 
her by name. At that point John says Mary turned. But she was already looking at Jesus, she had already 
physically turned to face him. With her name spoken she turned. Here is the pivotal moment of Mary’s 
resurrection experience. She turned away from her grief and despair. All those things that bound her up 
from seeing the reality of God’s action dropped away and she could see Jesus.

Mary turned and saw, she woke up to the new reality God had brought about in the resurrection of Je-
sus. e story doesn’t #nish there. She does not see Jesus simply as a nice experience. She is commis-
sioned, given a job to do. First she has to stop clinging to the things of the past. Jesus body is not to be 
the focus of her devotion. She has a message to take to others. She is to go and tell them that Jesus’ God 
and Father is their God and Father also. She turns from being paralysed by despair to becoming an ac-
tive agent of God’s Good News. 

It is as if she had awoken from a bad dream. Waking up, opening your eyes to the possibilities of life to 
the possibilities of life, can be an intimidating experience. Humans, like all creatures, seek the comfort-
able and the familiar, even when it is a limited, constricting existence. A study of congenital cataract 
patients provides a dramatic example of this tendency. After eye-opening surgery these people who had 
been blind all their lives could suddenly see. While some embraced this freedom with fervour, others 
were overwhelmed by their new vision of the world. Some voluntarily closed their eyes, pretending to 
be blind again. Others were nearly driven mad by what seemed like a never-ending bombardment of 
images assaulting their brains, and threatened to tear out their eyes. Seeing their own faces and the faces 
of loved ones was also a shock - imagine suddenly #nding out you don't look at all like you thought you 
did. Also consider how painful it would be seeing sorrow, rage, worry and indifference for the #rst time. 
Seeing is difficult, both on physical and spiritual levels. For all its deprivation, blindness can be a famil-
iar and comforting way to "get by."

How is that for us? What do we need to see Jesus? What do we need to be turned? Of course we may 
have already seen the Lord, we may well have been turned and changed in our orientation to God, but 
have we responded to God’s call. Have we heard Jesus’ personal call to each of us and received the wake 
up call to discipleship whereby we take the good news that the God of Jesus and our God is also the 
God of our neighbour, our family, and our friends as well. And that the Good News is also that God’s 
love has the power to lift us all out of whatever threatens to keep us clinging to the securities of the past, 
of our despairs, our concerns.

Called by name, can we also respond “I have seen the Lord” for Christ is risen. He is risen indeed!


